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The Road to Shur 


By Stephen Tracy Livingston 


ERY simple is life’s drama 
On the road to Shur ; 
Once a woman made the journey, 
And I tell of her. 


Overhead the sky was burning ; 
Underneath her feet 

Spread a sandy plain that smote her 
With its flaming heat. 


By and by she heard Death’s footfall 
In the desert stir ; 

Very brief and sure the drama 
On the road to Shur. 


But there chanced to be a fountain 
By the wayside then ; 

And its cool, refreshing waters 
Cheered her on again. * 


Sometimes giad events, like this one, 
Unto us occur,— 

You, brave heart, were my good fountain 
On my way to Shur. 


FrvEBURG, ME. 


The Wrong Kind of Inducement 

No man can serve Christ until he is ready to 
lose himself and all that he has in that service. The 
world does not appreciate this, of course, as is shown 
by its occasional well-meaning but mistaken com- 
ments on the lack of ‘*inducements’’: to-young men 
to enter the ministry. One should not be surprised 
at such a diagnosis as the following in a daily paper, 





treating of ‘‘the apparent scarcity of the right sort of . 


human material for the pulpit’’ : ‘‘ Possibly at least 
a partial explanation might be found in the fact that, 
notwithstanding the ‘ good times,’ the salaries of most 
’ clergymen outside large cities are still ridiculously in- 
adequate to support a family in comfort.’’ But one 
- 2s surprised to see that blundering diagnosis reprinted, 
with tacit approval, in a prominent church paper. 
Every one would rejoice to see our devoted, self- 





sacrificing ministers paid bigger salaries. But that 
any man should enter the ministry who is now de- 
terred from doing so because of the smallness of its 
pay, God forbid ! 

. x 


Starting Pleasant 

Beginning over again is always harder than be- 
ginning right. God lays upon every one of his chil- 
dren the duty of being sunshiny and joyous ; a day 
begun in that spirit, therefore, is a day begun right ; 
and a day begun ir any other spirit will have to be 
begun over again or it will be a failure. Some one 
gives this sound advice: ‘‘ Be pleasant every morning 
until ten o'clock ; the rest of the day will take care of 
itself.’ Gloom and joylessness are simple downright 
disloyalty to him who is the Light of the world.. That 
homely morning recipe is only another way of saying, 
‘¢ Begin the day with Christ, and the whole day will go 


easier.’ 
yA 
Death-Dealing Trifles 


Sin is a fatal poison ; and its fatality does not de- 
pend upon the size of the dose. There is perhaps no 
exact parallel to this in natural science, hence it is 
harder for us to bring ourselves to believe it. If there 
were a physical poison so strong that a microscopic 
atom of it would kill a man, then it would need no 
argument to prove that such an atom was quite as 
dangerous to him as a bottleful. That is the kind of 
spiritual poison that sin is. Not many of us believe 
this even as a general truth ; and all of us will try to 
disbelieve it the next time we are tempted to be care- 
less in some trifling matter. But God’s word is un- 
mistakable. ‘‘The wages of sin [not great sin, nor 
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persistent sin, but any sin] is death.’’ ‘* Whosoever 
shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one 
point, he is become guilty of all.’ Our cross word 
to another is as death-dealing to us spiritually as our 
murder of that one would be. The indulged look of 
the eye for a few seconds brings death into our veins 
just as completely as would the breaking of the seventh 
commandment. It zs the breaking of that command- 
ment, said Christ. The fact that we won't believe all 
this is one of the Devil's best helps. He knows that 
a ‘‘little’’ sin is more dangerous than a ‘* big’’ sin, 
just because it seems harmless. Our only hope is to 
learn to recognize the hideousness of sin no matter 
what innocent guise it puts on, and to hate all sin, 
in and of itself, with an intensity that gives no 
quarter. Christ will teach us how. 
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The Steadying Power of Publicity 

Publicity is a great help to right-doing, That is 
why night-time is so in favor with wrong-doers. When 
we are debating whether it is well for us to do a cer- 
tain thing, it may let in the light to ask ourselves 
whether we should like the whole world to know that 
we were making that choice. A Pittsburgh minister is 
reported as having told how Edwin Booth once drove 
this truth home. ‘‘A certain minister went to Booth 
one day and said that he would like to see the actor 
play Hamlet, and wanted to know if he could not en- 
ter by some door in the theater where he would not 
be noticed. Booth answered: ‘There is no door in 
this theater that God cannot see you enter.’’’ We 
may pretty safely count upon God's disapproval of 
what we prefer to keep from the knowledge of our 
friends. Here is one of the helps to right living that 
we often refuse to make use of. 
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How Shall We Study the Old Testament 


HE popular study of the Old Testament has 
within the past few years, among the English- 
speaking peoples, assumed a character different 

from that which it before possessed. This is due to 
the popularizing, within that period, of the literature 
of what may be called the new tradition concerning 


the Old Testament. Certain opinions concerning the. 


origin and the historicity of the Scriptures, formerly 
regarded as eccentric, have in the last fifty years 
attained to traditional standing among Jews and 
Christians, along with the older traditional opinions. 
Most persons who take sides in a conflict between a 
new and an old tradition do so, necessarily, not on 
the basis of thorough investigation, but on that of 
general probabilities. In these Old Testament ques- 
tions, men who were not experts formerly said, ‘‘ The 
old opinions are those commonly held by serious 
students, and are probably correct ;’” now many are 
saying, ‘‘The new opinions are presumably the pro- 
duct of scientific methods, and are probably correct.’’ 
When, in 1901, the Sunday-schools last began the study 
of the Old Testament, the English-speaking world was 
being flooded with introductioris, Bible dictionaries, 
manuals, articles in teachers’ Bibles, and other popular 
works, advocating and practically applying the teach- 
ings ofthe new tradition ; and the flood has continued. 
These things are not here mentioned for the pur- 
pose of either attacking or defending the teachings 
referred to, but in order to show that the existing 
situation emphasizes the importance of three particular 
habits in our study of the Old Testament. They are 





Because of the permanent value and sound counsel of this 
discussion of the problems that are now facing thoughtful 
students of the Old Testament, this article is reprinted from 
The Sunday School Times of tgox.—The Editer. 





habits the mention of which is very trite, but the 
need of them will be especially imperative during the 
study of the International Lessons for the current 
year. They are, first, the habit of studying the Bible 
itself ; second, the habit of studying the Bible as it 
exists ; third, the habit of rejecting unproved charges 
of falsehood or immorality as made against the Bible. 

First, the studying of the Bible itself in distinction 
from the things that somebody says about the Bible. 
Every one affirms the correctness of the principle; 
yet four-fifths of the persons who use helps give most 
of their time to reading what some one has said, in 
order that they may repeat parts of it to some one 
else. Such will now find themselves, more than ever 
before, the hapless victims of contradictory statements 
made by the advocates of the two opposing views. It 
is to be hoped that some of them may be driven to 
study the Bible itself, in order to find out which of 
the contradictory statements are true. 

Second, the study of the books of the Bible as they 
stand, in distinction from the studying of the’ known 
or conjectured sources of the books. One of the great 
problems of the new tradition is the resolving of the 
books of the Old and New Testaments into the sources 
whence their final authors copied or otherwise drew 
them. The problem is a legitimate one, but it should 
not be permitted to obscure other problems. Sup- 
pose we could become perfectly sure, for example, as 
to the written sources which the author of Genesis 
put together to form that book, that would not justify 
us in substituting the sources for the present book. 
It would still be true that we possess only those frag- 
ments of the sources which he copied, while he pos- 
sessed the sources in more complete form. He had 
also other information which we lack. His judgment 
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is expressed in the way in which he has combined his 
sources, giving the book its present form. e can- 
not afford to neglect his judgment in these matters in 
which he was better informed than we. He was not 
an ignoramus whose opinions are worthless, for he 
has combined his materials into a literary work that 
has been one of the world’s classics for from twenty- 


three to thirty-three centuries. But, further, it is not’ 


certain that we have yet reached a final analysis of 
the sources. There is no way of knowing the sources 
save by inferring them from the book as it stands, 
and all analyses heretofore made have been based on 
insufficient study of the book as it stands. Further 
still, it is the book as it stands, and not the sources, 
that has attracted attention for centuries. There is 
no reason to think that the sources in any other form 
would have become the classic that the Book of 
Genesis is. It was this book, and not the earlier 
writings copied into it, that Jesus had, and read, and 
regarded as divine. The book is the chief thing, and 
the sources are subordinate. We are to study the 
book itself, and the sources mainly for the light they 
throw upon the book. 

Third, the habit of studying with a due regard to 
the truthfulness and the moral correctness of the 
Scriptures. 

As to what constitutes this ‘*due regard,’’ men 
may differ among themselves. No mechanical doc- 
trine of inerrancy is here advocated. Indeed, no 
particular doctrine of the truthfulness of the Scriptures 
is advocated, and still less is any accusation of un- 
soundness here made against any one. It is only in- 
sisted upon that the matter of alleged untruthfulness 
and immorality in the Scriptures is not trivial. Cer- 
tainly it is not claiming overmuch to claim that one 
should be vigilant at this point, and should not regard 
a scriptural statement as untrue or immoral unless it 
is proved to be so. Less credit than this you would 
not accord to the veriest vagrant. Those elements in 
the new tradition which might lessen the historical 
credit of the Old and New Testaments should be 
accepted only with great caution. 

This caution should begin with details. To Say, 
for example, that the Genesis account of the deluge is 
made up of two earlier narratives combined is one 
thing ; to say that these earlier narratives were incon- 
sistent, and that the blended account is self-contra- 
dictory, and therefore false, is a very different thing. 
Is there really any contradiction between the state- 
ment that the animals were taken by pairs and the 
statement that some of them were taken by sevens ? 
After we have been informed that there was a cleav- 
ing asunder of the fountains of the great.deep, as well 
as a rain, is there any contradiction between the 
statement that the rain lasted forty days, at the end of 
which the ark was afloat, and the statement that the 
water continued to rise to the end of a hundred and 
fifty days? Such questions do not require to be set- 
tled by experts, but are questions of common sense, 
which any one can answer for himself. What is here 
insisted upon is that each person studying the Bible 
shall answer them for himself. In cases of this kind 
it is the part of an abject to take another's opinion 
instead of forming one’s own opinion. 

Details of this kind will be found in nearly every 
lesson. And the questions of detail combine into the 


question whether the history as a whole is correct. - 


The final authors of the Old Testament books held to 
a very distinct view of the history of Israel, and the 
essential features of this view are emphasized in the 
New Testament. If one rejects this view, it should 
be because he has examined the evidence, and not 
merely because he prefers one fashion of current 
thought to another. 

There is no danger in admitting that inspired men 
may have been left open to such errors of inadvert- 
ence as beset other competent and truthful men, It 
is quite supposable that some narratives which we 
have been in the habit of regarding as accounts of 
miracles may rather be figurative statements of natural 
facts. _ Perhaps the element of fiction is more prom- 
inent in the Bible than we have been accustomed to 
think. The parables of Jesus are proof that fiction 
may be as true: as fact. ~We need not quarrel with 
assertions like these, and yet we need to be on our 
guard against admitting that falsehood and immor- 
ality are large elements in the make-up of the Bible. 

It is correct to say that the inspiration of the Bible 
is for the teaching of spiritual truth, and not for the 
teaching of science or matters of common fact. .But 
if the average man becomes convinced that the Scrip- 
tures are untrustworthy in matters of common fact, 
where he can test them, that will not increase his con- 
fidence in their trustworthiness in the higher matters 
that are beyond his reach. 
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Rightly defined, it is correct to say that the proper 
product of inspiration is spiritual power, rather than 
freedom from error. But frequent falsehood is incon- 
sistent with spiritual power. If men generally shall 
come to believe that the writers who are responsible 
for the present contents of the Bible habitually made 
assertions which they did not know to be true, then 
the Bible will cease to have any unique spiritual 
power over them. The highest spiritual power does 
not abide with either untruthfulness or incompetency 
to discern the truth, 
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Of course, we must rrenidigerenirtes cSt 
true in regard to the Scriptures, whethér it agrees with 


our preconceived opinions or not. But assertions that 
_ discredit their truthfulness, or their moral correctness, 


we are not to accept lightly, as if the matter were of 
no importance. The fact that such an assertion is 
favored by a current fashion of thought, or by a super- 
ficial interpretation, or the fact that we fear that it 
may prove true, are not sufficient grounds for accept- 
ing it as true. The genuine student demands evi- 
dence as a condition of assent. . 
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The Gain of Fear 


Is fear something to be tolerated and even culti- 
vated, or is it only a source of weakness? A reader 
writes from Nicaragua, Central America, to ask about 
one of our Lord’s admonitions on this point. 

In Matthew 10:28 (b) our Saviour speaks about fearing 
* him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.’ 
Who is meant by this ‘‘him"’? What is meant also by /zar- 
ing him? Does Aim refer to the Devil? Does fearing him 
mean ‘‘ watch for the Devil, be on your guard against him "’ ? 

No man is a brave man who does not know fear. 
There is no such thing as courage without fear. 
Courage is not indifference, nor callousness, nor stoi- 
cism. Courage is the will to act in spite of fear. To 
know what to fear, and to fear it, is a first qualifica- 
tion in every successful fighter. It is to be expected, 
therefore, that the Captain of our salvation should 
recognize this in giving his soldiers instructions for 
the conduct of his campaign. He knew that that 
man is safest from sin who fears it most, and that he 
who thinks he stands is surest to fall. He wants us 
to know this. Christ's own words would seem to 
point unmistakably to Ads belief in the existence of a 
real person whose sole mission is to cause us to sin; 
and what Christ believed we cannot safely disbelieve. 
Christ urges us to fear that person, the Devil, who, if 
he can gain our consent, is able to destroy us in that 
eternal death which is the wages of sin. Genuine fear 
of this,sort must be preliminary to watching and be- 
ing on, our. guard against him. Christ feared the 
Devil for His disciples’ sake ; and if Christ's tempta- 
tions, were real temptations, it would seem that Jesus 
Christ the man feared the Devil for his own sake. It 
is the Devil’s business, of course, to allay our fear of 
him, and to persuade us that Christ's injunction to 
fear him was quite unnecessary. But true Christian 
bravery and usefulness depend upon maintaining an 
ever-increasing fear of the Devil, and a growing vigor 
of attack upon him because of that fear, 
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The Heart of the Head on Our Cent 


Probably a’ good many teaders of The Sunday 
School Times know now that there is no American 
Indian on the face of our one-cent piece. The inter- 
esting history of how the face of a young American 
girl, Sarah Longacre Keen, came to be portrayed 
there, was given in -this department of the Times. of 
December 22, 1906. The matter was brought up by 
the fact that Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner, in an eariier 
lesson-article in these columns, had very naturally 
referred to the supposed ‘Indian head’’ on the 
penny. Mrs. Bryner’'s own comment on the Open 
Letter discussion of the subject is of interest because 
of the fresh light it throws on the character and work 
of the American girl-model. 


In looking over several copies of the Times last week I came 
across the pleasant criticism of my reference to ‘‘’The Head 
or Our Cent."’ For several reasons I appreciate the interest- 
ing explanation of the friend, which you have published. It 
brings again to my mind the saying of a colored brother in a 
colored Sunday-school convention which I attended in the 
South : ‘‘ What we don’t know is more than what we do.”’ 

I am very pleased to know the. real history of the head, and 
have examined it since very closely, for I wanted to know what 
Sarah L. ‘Keen looked like when act‘ld. During my last trip 
to Mexico, when I reached Mexico City, I was escorted by 
the president of our Mexico Sunday-school Association to their 
new college building for girls, and I was entertained over two 
or three nights in ‘‘Sarah L. Keen’’ College on Industria 
Street, built largely with a gift from that kind-hearted woman. 
It is the finest Protestant edge building that I saw in my two 
Mexico trips. Little Sarah believed in giving more than cents, 
with her picture on them, to missions. The property in 
Mexico City which bears her name is worth considerably over 
$100,000. 


If it were possible for a copper face to blush, 
surely little “Sarah Keen's face blushes in shame 
every time she finds herself in a contribution plate, 





laid there by the hand of some one who ought to 
give more. Let us honor her memory by making it 
impossible for future generations to tell the story that 


Mr. Pierson gives in his missionary lesson in this . 


issue : ‘* I am a better Christian than you are,”’ said the 
penny to the dollar, *‘ for I go to church and Sunday- 
school every Sunday."’ 

Fa 


Do Christians Ever 
Consciously Displease Christ ? 


Few terms are more generally misunderstood 
than the term ‘‘ Christian.’ The commonest misun- 
derstanding is that the name stands for the conscious 
strength, or goodness, of him who bears it ; while as 
a matter of fact it stands for exactly the opposite. A 
Christian is one who has confessed his need and ac- 
ceptance of Christ as Saviour because of his own con- 
scious weakness and sin. A Canadian reader of 
positive and very discouraging convictions writes re- 
garding a question asked in an article in The Sunday 
School Times, ‘‘ What shall we say then of Christians 
who know they are not pleasing Christ ?’’ 

Inasmuch as that question was asked by Robert E. 
Speer in one of his articles on ‘‘ The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting,’’ the Editor has asked Mr. Speer to 
answer the question himself. The Canadian reader's 
cominent is as follows : 


I would say that they are not Christians at all; because if 
they are not pleasing Christ, they must be displeasing him, 
and that would be sin ; therefore they would be sinners and 
not Christians. -What answer would you give to the question? 
May I watch for the answer in ‘‘ Notes on Open Letters’’ ? 
The reason I ask this is because the question is put in such a 
way as to lead readers of the ‘Times to suppose that there are 
Christians who are not pleasing Christ. 

‘* To be sure: there are,’’ answers Mr. Speer. And 
he continues in characteristically vigorous and clear- 
visioned fashion : ‘‘ That is the only kind of Chris- 
tian I have ever met or of which I know. It is 
the only kind of which the New Testament knows. 
‘ For in many things,’ says James, ‘we all stumble.’ 
‘If we say that we have no sin,’ says John, ‘we de- 
ceive ourselves, and the truth is notin us.’ If only 
those are Christians who never do anything that is 
displeasing to Christ, the editors of The Sunday 
School Times are not Christians, and are not ac- 
quainted with arty Christians ; the apostles were not 
Christians, though they were Christ's disciples, and 
loved and died for him, for he had often to reprove 
them, and they disagreed when he was gone’; the 


Lord's Prayer is not a prayer fit for Christians be-' 


cause it asks God for forgiveness, and God's forgive- 
ness is not needed by those who never do anything 
displeasing to Christ ; the godly feeling of sorrow and 
repentance is not an appropriate feeling for Chris- 
tians, because it-is entirely unnecessary ; any confes- 
sion of sin on the part of Christians is superfluous, 
for they can’t commit any ; there is no need of 
brotherly forbearance and mutual forgiveness among 
them, for no need of it can exist. No, thank God, 
we are Christian men if we are mof perfect. We love 
Christ, and trust his loving and redeeming grace, and 
know that we are his, even though we have not at- 
tained yet, or are not made perfect. 

‘*A man cannot be a Christian and wilfully persist 
in displeasing Christ, but Christians are not perfect 
or sinless, and the best of Christians would be 
first to confess, in the language of the Westminster 
Catechism, that ‘no mere man since the fall is able 
perfectly to keep the commandments of God, but 
doth daily break them in thought, word, and deed.’ 
Christians are those who grieve over their shortcom- 
ings and transgressions, and trust the loving forgive- 
ness of God in Christ. They are not those who deny 
that they have any shortcomings and transgressions.”' 
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‘A Simple Expositor 


By Annie Trumbull Slosson 





ENNY was a youth in his twentieth year when he 
entered my service, a few years after the close 
of the Civil War. He was a negro, very dark 

in color, but with a fine, strong face and a tall; well- 
built figure. He was from one of the Southern states 
where his mother had once been a slave. But she 
had purchased her freedom from her owner before 
Benny’s birth. So he was born free, but as he was 
‘*bound out’’ when very young for a term of years 
he knew little of freedom until after the war and the 
emancipation of the slaves. He had, in some way, 
learned the alphabet, and could with difficulty spell 
out words of two or three letters. But his education 
really began when he came to me. For years we 
were associated as pupil and teacher. Never was 
there a more interesting scholar, a more delighted 
and absorbed instructor. Our. reading book was the 
Bible. At different times I tried other bocks, —Rob- 
inson Crusoe in words. of une syllable, a simple his- 
tory of the United States, accounts of travels and 
shipwrecks,—but none of these seemed to appeal to 
Benny. The Bible, on the contrary, was intensely 
fascinating to him, and he never wearied of it. To 


“me it was an unceasing delight to watch his interest 


in the old stories, so fresh and new to him, and to 
listen to his quaint, honest comments thereon. 

In another walk of life, with what is styled a lib- 
eral education, Benny would probably have been a 
commentator, perhaps a reviser or translator of the 
inspired Book. | As it was, he talked of the events re- 
corded there as he might have spoken of recent occur- 
rences witnessed. by himself, and of their dramatis 
persone as of well-known friends or acquaintances of 
his.own. . He had heard the gospel story and had, a 
short time before he came into my life, accepted for 
master and friend the One who makes that story so 
wonderful. But he knew little else of the Scriptures, 
almost nothing of the Old Testament narratives. How 
delightful it -was:‘to watch him hear or read them! 


Most, of you have told these stories to little children 


to whom: they were new. and _interesting,. but think 
what it was to watch their effect upon an intelligent, 
quick-witted adult who heard’ theth for the first time, 
and accepted them with simple faith. Why, eyen 
the story of the creation of the worla was so exciting 
a_tale, so full of breathless interést, that he could not 
wait to spell the longer words, but begged almost tear- 
fully that I would help him so that he could see how 
it ‘*come out.’ I remember when he stumbled over 
the last word in the line, ‘‘and the earth was without 
form and void,'’ I pronounced the word for him and 
was proceeding to define it when he stopped me with, 
‘* Please don’t ma’ am ! ‘I ‘like it best that way when 
it ain't explained. I can “just ‘see how the éarth 
looked when. it hadn’ tany form nor any void neither." 

And he could see it, I doubt not, for his imagination 
was capable of .great things. . Afterward I’ grew.to 


‘know well Benny’s love for the mere sound of: certain 


words whosé meaning he did not know, and his un- 
willingness to have them defined. He once put his 
theory concerning this into form when he said : “ Al- 
ways ’ pears to me like you can use words witha heap 
more power if you don’t know what they mean,”’ I 
have sometimes heard public:speakers who seemed to 
hold similar views. 
# 


It was soon after this that Benny discovered for 
himself the doctrine of original sin and Adam's grave 
responsibility in the matter... He had spelled out la- 
boriously, with much assistance from me—for such 
words as bdellium, Hiddekel, Havilah and Gihon are 
a little difficult for a beginner—the story of the gar- 
den, the forbidden fruit, the subtle serpent, and 
‘*Man’s first disobedience.’’. His reading was fre- 
quently interrupted by exclamations and comments. 
Adam's self-exculpatory, ‘‘She gave me of the tree,’’ 
called forth a contemptuous, ‘‘S’ pose she did, that 
isn’t any excuse. You'd ought to be ashamed to 
blame it on your wife, Mister. Adam.’’ 

Eve's defense, ‘‘The serpent beguiled me’’ (or as 
Benny always read it ‘‘begulled me’’), was received 
with a fine scorn. ‘* Well, what if he did done that, 
it don’t clear you, d6és it?’’ 

At’the -close’of* the narrative, ‘when’ the pair had 
been driven.from their Eden. and the flaming sword, 


when his son lay on the altar ‘for sacrifice. 





with the sentinel cherubim, set on guard, Benny 
drew a long breath and was silent for a space. He 
was thinking deeply. Finally he said, «I’ve gota 
notion. Maybe you'll think it foolish, ma’am, but 
readin’ that account I’ve been thinkin’ that them 
folks, Adam and Eve, bein’ the very first folks that 
was made, why nat’ rally we come down from 'em and 
they was our great-great-great-ever-so-many great 
grandfathers. So, you see, we might take after 'em 
in some things, and maybe we've all took after em 
bein’ bad, not mindin’ God’s orders, wantin’ what 
isn’t good for us and all that. For we are that way 
right straight up from the time we're born, ain’t we? 
It's only just a notion of my own, ma’am, but why 
couldn’t it be so, their handin’ down to we grand- 
children their own badness ?’’ 

I own this took my breath away. For one raised 
as I had been, to hear the doctrines of original sin, 
Adam's responsibility, and our inherited guilt, ad- 
vanced by this simple soul as just a notion of his own 
was a little startling. Why, before I could read I 
had ‘‘lisped in numbers’’ the words from the ‘‘ New 
England Primer,’’ 


**In Adam’s fall 
We sinned all,’’ 


I had learned to repeat somewhat later the answer 
in the Westminster Shorter Catechism, which tells 
us concerning our first ancestor that ‘‘all mankind 
sinned in him and fell with him in his first trans- 
gression.’ Sermon after sermon on this subject had 
sounded in my young ears, and I had read heavy, 
pondeious works which treated of the matter; and 
now Benny looked into my face with his big, brown 
child eyes and claimed the doctrine as his own origi- 
nal ‘‘notion.’’ 

So'we went on, reading all the old tales, of the 
deluge, of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, of Joseph, of 
David and Solomon and the kings and prophets, 
Benny's interest and comments making the Stories all 
new and vivid to me. Of course I cannot tell you all 
hesaid. It would fill a tome. ' His excitement was 
great as he read of the mighty flood and of’ Noah's 
ark-building. He frequently interpolated eager ques- 
tions, —‘‘ Was Noah’s folks all saved ?’’ ©‘ Was 
everybody else drownded ?’’ | «* Did the animals get 
through all right?’’ What a shuddering interest he 
showed in the account of Abraham's trial of faith, 
‘+Oh,; 
tell me, J/ease,’’ he cried,’ ‘did Abraham do. it? 
Did he do it? Course he'd got. to mind'God, biut— 
oh, I hope God didn’t keep him up to it. I hope he 
let him off!’’ - He laughed aloud- through real tears 
when he learned of the substituted , ‘‘ram —, in 
the thicket by his horns.’’ ' 

‘« There ‘now,’ he almost sobbed, “you see God 


was only tryin’ him ;-you can trust ‘him® ‘every time. 


I ouglit to knowed that, but I tell’ you I was scared.’ 
me 

It was a meniorable day when we read the story of 
the personal combat between David and Goliath. No 
record of pugilistic encounter in the ‘‘ring’’ was ever 
received with more enthusiasm by lovers of the so- 
called manly art than was this narrative by my Ben- 
ny. He laughed aloud ; he shouted words of encour- 
agement to the shepherd lad and hurled jeers and 
scoffs at the ‘bragging giant. In vain I tried to sub- 
due this uproarious appreciation of sacred history. He 
waved me aside, ‘respectfully, but with firmness, cry- 
ing eagerly, ‘* Oh, I just can’t help it ; please let me 
get on, ma’am, I must see which whips ; ’most know 
that boy does.’’ When Goliath utters his scornful 
boast, ‘‘Come to me and I will give thy flesh unto the 
fowls of the air,’’ Benny sniffed contemptuously and 
muttered, ‘‘ We'll see about that, sir. Mebbe them 
fowls will have somebody else to eat before long.’’ 
But when he read David's response, with its modest 
confidence in God’s ability to make him conqueror, a 
serious smile lighted up the dark face. ‘* That's the 
talk,"” he said. ‘* David couldn't do it all hisself and 
he knows it. But God can do just anything and 
he'll help him beat, you see if he don’t.”” We all 
know that he did give the- lad a glorious victory, 
though-few of us remember when the knowledge first 
came to-us. But I shall never forget Benny's extrava- 
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gant delight over the result, or the peculiar way in 
which he celebrated the victory. That evening at 
dinner as he waited at table there was a suppressed 
excitement apparent in his manner, a sort of restless 
impatience at any delay or lingering over the meal, 
not usual in the youth. This was explained when, 
with the dessert, our waiter proudly brought in a loaf 
of frosted cake, garnished with flowers and having a 
small American flag in the center. At our exclama- 
tion of surprise Benny chuckled and said, ‘‘ That's 
on’ count of the great vict’ ry, —David’s, you know. We 
wasn't any of us there to celebrate at the time and 
I reckoned we'd ought to take some notice of it 
now."’ 

Though Benny was always chivalrous and respect- 
ful in his attitude towards women he showed some- 
times an instinctive masculine sense of superiority in 
treating of our sex. One Sunday afternoon our cler- 
gyman dropped in to chat over a church matter, and 
asked how Benny was progressing. Anxious to dis- 
play my pupil's attainments I called him in to tell the 
minister about his latest lesson. This was the story 
of Job, which the boy had found highly interesting. 
Dr. Stark asked many questions which were answered 
promptly and well, and I felt the successful teacher's 
thrill of pride. When the point in the narrative had 
been reached where the wife of the patient sufferer 
gave her husband the despairing counsel to curse his 
Maker and die, Dr. Stark asked, 

‘*And what did Job answer to this?’’ 

Now the words of Scripture in which Benny should 
have replied run thus ;: ‘‘But he said unto her thou 
speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh."’ 
This, to my mortification as teacher and woman, was 
interpreted by honest Ben thus : 

‘Why, Job says to Mjs’ Job, he says, you talk fool 
talk like any other woman,’’ and my show-pupil was 
dismissed for the day. 

The late Charles Dudley Warner was a frequent 
visitor at our home, and a good friend to Benny, who 
one day asked me if Mr. Warner did not write books. 
When I answered that he had written several I was 
asked as to the sort of books they were. I explained 
that these works were not stories but what were called 


essays, adding, ‘‘I think that is a new word to you. 


Shall I explain it?’’ 

‘*Oh, no,’’ said Benny quickly. 
*em in the Bible.’’ 

Somewhat surprised, I asked in what part of Scrip- 
ture. he had found this allusion. He at once ex- 
plained that, in the account in Acts of Philip's 
encounter with the great man of Ethiopia, it said that 
the Jatter was ‘‘ settin’ in his carriage readin’ essays."’ 
The passage, you will remember, runs thus, ‘‘ And 
sitting in his chariot read Esaias.’’ 

(70 be concluded.) 


**T’ ve read about 
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A “Children’s Drawer” 
By. Bertha Gerneaux Woods 


OMEN who (are fortunate enough to number 
among their. friends many of those ‘‘ whose 
years are few,’’ will find considerable satisfac- 

tien in setting aside a* good-sized box or an empty 
drawer of the chiffonier, as a receptacle for small toys 
for their little visitors. . Most children are pleased with 
the veriést triflés, and a few cents’ worth of toys can 
go a long way in giving them pleasure. 

One woman I know keeps her eyes open on her 
shopping trips for small articles, suited to childish 
tastes. Penny dolls and furniture, sheets of paper 
dolls, soldiers, and animals to ‘‘cut out’’—that oc- 
cupation so delightful to small fingers, are bought, 
and laid aside for future small visitors. In the same 
drawer she keeps a magnifying glass, a stereoscope 
and colored views, and a box of sliced animals— 
these to be lent, merely to make the time pass pleas- 
antly, while hostess and older guests are engaged in 
conversation that would be wearisome to small, unoc- 
cupied people whose feet dangle helplessly several 
inches from the floor. On the departure of the small 
visitor, the trivial gift ‘‘to keep’’ is presented. 

What woman is there but remembers vividly in her 
maturity some little present made her years ago by a 
thoughtful hostess when she went ‘‘visiting’’ with 
mother? Perhaps it was a cloth bird of form and 
colors unknown to ornithology, a little bead pincush- 
ion or a shell from the seashore ; but somehow, what- 
ever it was, a peculiar glamor rested upon it—partly 
from the unexpectedness of the gift, partly from the 
pleasant glow of being especially. remembered. 


. 
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LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 17. LOT’S CHOICE 


Gen. 13: 1-13. (Read Gen. 13, 14, 19.) Memory verses: 8, 9 


Golden Text: Take heed, and keep yourselves from all covetousness.—Luke 12 : 15 





COMMON VERSION 


1 And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and 
his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with 
him, into the south. 

2 And Abram was very rich in cattle, in 
silver, and in gold. 

3 And he went on his journeys from the 
south even to Beth-el, unto the place where 
his tent had been at the beginning, between 
Beth-el and Hai; 

4 Unto the place of the altar, which he had 
made there at the first: and there Abram 
called on the name of the LORD. 

5 { And Lot also, which went with Abram, 
had flocks, and herds, and tents. 

© And the land was not able to bear them, 
thar they might dwell together : for their sub- 
stance was great, so that they could not dwell 
together. 

7 And there was a strife between the herd- 
men of Abram's cattle and the herdmen of 
Lot's cattle : and the Canaanite and the Periz- 
zite dwelled then in the land. 

8 And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be 
no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, 


AMERICAN REVISION 


1 And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, 
and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot 
with him, into the South, 2 And Abram was 
very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. 3 
And he went on his journeys from the South 
even to Beth-el, unto the place where his tent 
had been at the beginning, between Beth-el 
and Ai, 4 unto the place of the altar, which 
he had made there at the first: and there 
Abram called on the name of Jehovah. 5 
And Lot also, who went with Abram, had 
flocks, and herds, and tents. 6 And the land 
was not able to bear them, that they might 
dwell together: for their substance was great, 
so that they could not dwell together. 7 And 
there was a strife between the herdsmen of 
Abram's cattle and the herdsmen of Lot's 
cattle : and the Canaanite and the Perizzite 
dwelt then in the land. 8 And Abram said 
unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, 


COMMON VERSION 


and between my herdmen and thy herdmen ; 
for we de brethren. 

9 /s not the whole land before thee? sepa- 
rate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt 
take the left hand, then I will go to the right; 
or if how depart to the right hand, then I will 
go to the leit. 

10 And Lot: lifted up his eyes, and beheld 
all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered 
every where, before the LORD destroyed Sodom 
and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the 
LorD, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest 
unto Zoar. 

11 Then Lot chose him all the plain of 
Jordan ; and Lot journeyed east: and they 
separated themselves the one from the other. 

12 Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, 
and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and 
pitched Ais tent toward Sodom. 

13 But the men of Sodom were wicked and 
sinners before the LORD exceedingly. 


AMERICAN REVISION 


between me and thee, and between my herds- 
men and thy herdsmen ; for we are brethren. 
9 Is not the whole land before thee ? separate 
thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt 
take the left hand, then I will go to the right ; 
or if thou take the right hand, then I will go 
to the left. 10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, 
and beheld all the ! Plain of the Jordan, that 
it was well watered every where, before Jeho- 
vah destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, like the 


garden of jehovah, like the land of Egypt, as © 


thou goest unto Zoar. 11 So Lot chose him 
all the Plain of the Jordan ; and Lot journeyed 
east: and they separated themselves the one 
from the other: 1t2 Abram dwelt in the land 
of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the 
Plain, and moved his tent as far as Sodom. 
13 Now the men of Sodom were wicked and 
sinners against Jehovah exceedingly. 


1 Or, Circle 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sous. 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


HO of you have ever wished that you might 
have just one single chance to wish for what- 
ever you pleased, and get it? You remember 

the fairy. stories you used to read, where a fairy would 
appear and offer some one three wishes. Do you re- 
member how it usually turned out? The favored ones 
let the wishes slip out carelessly, or they wished for 
the wrong thing, and all at once they realized that it 
was too late : their wishes were all made and granted, 
they hadn’t chosen anything worth while, and'the 
opportunity of their lifetime was forever gone. We 
would never have been so foolish and careless if any 
such chance came to us, we were sure, as we read 
those stories. Pertiaps we're stire still that we would 
use such an opportunity wisely ;, and perhaps ‘we 
often long for it, even now. 

What makes us think we would use it wisely? 
What right have. we. to suppose that we .would? 
What reason is there to believe that it would do.us 
any good to have such a choice?) What would y2x% 
choose ?—and you ?— and you? What would control 
you in making your choice? What would be your 
real motive in deciding it ? 

Almost any class of any age can be gotten thor- 
oughly interested and aroused by such an opening 
discussion as the foregoing paragraphs suggest. 
The idea hits every mortal that ever lived. Every- 
one in your class longs for some one thing, just now, 
above anything else in the universe. And he’s try- 
ing to get it. o you know what it is, in the case of 
each of your pupils? If you do not, you cannot teach 
them much, he first business of a teacher is to 
know (not to think he knows) what is the absorbing 
interest of each individual pupil. Until thatis known, 
trying to teach is like firing at a mark in the dark. 
You may hit, of course ! 

A good, frank expression of opinion on this matter 
of choices ought to let in a lot of light on your ns rd 
deepest interests and controlling motives. atch 
their answers closely, and put them away in your 
mentai note-book for permanent reference. You will 
need them again in yourteaching work. Some of the 
motives, thus revealed, are just what you can build 
upon ; others you will want to do your best to lead 
away from, and eventually to root out. And this 
story of how two men made their choices, long ago, 
is your opportunity to begin. 

nvite your class to investigate, with you, an old 
story that is not a fairy tale, but real history, of how 
two men had almost a whole world to choose from, 
and how they chose, and what came of it. Use for 
your own material, not necessarily to be read in 
class, Genesis 12 : 10-20, and chapters 13, 14, and 19. 
In a moment of review let the class tell you what 
they pag | know about Abram; then continue the 
story by telling very briefly of the Egypt sojourn. 
That it was all a mistake on Abram’s part is made 
verv plain in Mr. Gordon's first four paragraphs. 

But Abram did the best thing any one can do after 
making a mistake; he got back where God wantea 
him to be, and he got close again to God in prayer. 
Notice the first Illustration, and Mr. Ridgway’s sec- 
ond paragraph. God cam use a man even after he 
has made an awful mistake. 

And now both Abram and his nephew were in one 
of the worst dangers that can attack a man., What 
was it? What do yow believe is the most dangerous 
condition a man can bein in this life? How many 


% % % ~ 


persons, if you stopped them at random on the 
street to ask them that question, would give the 
right answer,—that is, Christ’s answer,—to that 
question? For ‘‘riches” is the answer. ‘* Why, a 





The Mystery Box 


The names of all who are entitled to mention in 
the Honor Roll of November-January (inclusive), 
should be sent to the Editor at once. The Mys- 
tery Box leaflet will be sent to any one upon request. 








Occasionally the answers to questions asked here 
will be found in the lesson text or elsewhere in the 
Bible. Answers to all the other questions can be 
Sound in the lesson articles, or in the italic sen- 
tences between articles, in this issue. 


1.; What journey had Abram made. since the 
events of the last lesson ? 

2. In which one of Paul’s epistles did he warn a 
young man about the danger of covetousness ? 

3. What kind of man sees least ? 

4. What Israelitish king, centuries later, estab- 
lished idolatrous worship at Bethel ? 

5. What incident of about this time in Abram’s 
life proved that-he was a brave man as well as gen- 
erous ? 

6. What mistake did Abram make when the 
famine occurred in the land of Canaan? 

7. From what danger did Lot later have to flee 
for his life ? 

8. In what did the wealth of Abram and Lot con- 
sist ? 

9. To whom do the greatest things belong ? 

10. Where do the straw mats which one finds in 
Hebron come from ? 

11, Give some reasons for living in the country. 

12,. Why did the penny say that it was a better 
Christian than the dollar ? 

13. Why did the Hebrew writers record this inci- 
dent in Abram’s life ? 

14. What did the English farmers mean by the 
** Good-man’s Croft??? 

15. What chief qualification made Abram the 
father of a mighty nation ? 


% 
How to Use the Times’ Lesson Helps 


I, Those which tell what to teach, are 
The Lesson Text. 
Difficult Points Explained. 
Oriental Lesson-Lights. 
A Quiet Talk on the Lesson, 
The Busy Man’s Corner. 
The Illustration Round-Table. 
The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning. 


II. Those which tell ow 7o teach, are 


For the Primary Teacher. 
My Class of Boys. 

The Young Folks’ Class. 
The Adult Bible Class. 
The Lesson Pilot. 


The best way to use the Times is to digest 
as much as possible of the six lesson articles 
in group I, and then choose one or more of the 
five articles in group II best adapted to one’s 
own pupils. 























great many people must be on the wrong track 
then!” suggests Mr. Howard. If.Christ was right, 
that must be so. Notice what Mr. Ridgway says 
about riches (fourth paragraph), and read Mr. Gor- 
don’s fifth, eighth, and ninth paragraphs. 

In the midst of that terrible danger of these two 
men, Abram and Lot, came the opportunity foi the 
particular choice we want to investigate. What 
trouble occurred, that necessitated a choice ? 

Who took first choice? ‘* Lot,” says some one. 
No, indeed; look again. Adram chose first. And 
what did he choose? He chose to give Lot first 

lace. He chose to forget all about his rights, and to 
et love control. He chose to think only of Lot’s in- 
terests, not of his own. A pretty hard choice to 
make, do you think? Yes, just as hard as it is for 


you to, consider trampling upon yourself and your “ 


rights.and .your own longings and to put that other 
fellow right into the place. that you want and that 
you know you ought to have. 

Now comes Lot’s choice. Study it a moment: 
verses 10 and 11. How did he choose, and what. did 
he choose, and why did he choose it? The answer is 
easy,isn’tit? But what do you think that mest of those 
people you were going to mon on the street. and ask 
about riches would say, as to Lot’s choice? Mr. Ridg- 
way tells us, in the first few sentences of his seventh 
paragraph. Abram chose like a soft-hearted, pious 
visionary ; Lot, like a keen-headed business man, 
looking out for number one, and that’s the only way 
to “win out” in /Azs world, anyway. Did you ever 
hear talk like that ? 

The story isn’t over yet. Part of it is in verses 14- 
18; and part of it in chapter 14; and the end of it, for 
the brainy chooser, in chapter 19. You might tell 
here the incident (third Illustration) of the baby 
whose mother insisted that her nurse should let her 
have whatever she wanted,—and who got it. 

Often it is well to let a story tell its own moral. 
This one does not need much explaining or “ appli- 
cation.” But here is a closing thought: the ‘‘ have- 
whatever-you-wish-for” opportunity that the fai 
tales told of, and for which we have all longed, zs 
ours. Every one of us gets, and is going to get, 
what he really wants most. God has more power 
than the story-book fairy had; it is worth while to 
choose God, and to choose as God directs. 


Light Gleams from the Lesson Writers 


(The numerals refer to paragraphs in the lesson articles in this issue) 


One ot Lot’s characteristic weaknesses (Beecher, on 
vs. 5-7. 

The aE custom of visiting Egypt from the land of 
Canaan (Howie). 

A lesson for country folks (Ridgway, last). 

The sure disaster of unnecessarily going near evil (Illus- 
trations, 5). 

It is not Lot*s choice versus Abram’s choice, but Lot’s 
choice versus God’s choice (Howard, 5). 

How a girl in West Africa earned eighty-five cents for 
her Christmas gift to Christ (Pierson, next to last). 

Lot’s spirit is what is robbing the heathen world of 
Christ (Pierson). 

How a real boys’ class was really taught this lesson 
(Foster). 

Two reasons why this incident was preserved by the 
Hebrew writers (Dunning, 1). 

The key to peace: put duties ahead of “‘ rights ’? (Dun- 
ning, : 3). 

What Lot lost in his choice (Dunning, 5). 

Light from the battle chapter on Abram’s character 
(Sanders, 5). 




















LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 17 (Gen. 13: 1-13) 


Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor Wi'lis J. Beecher, D.D., LL.D. 
How to Locate the Lesson 





LACE.—Trace Abram’s route on the map, from 
Egypt to the South country, and from there to 
Bethel. ‘*The South” is the name of a well- 

defined region south of the hill country of Judah. In 
the time of the patriarchs Bethel was the name of 
‘*the place” (Gen. 13:4; 28: 11, marg., comp. 12: 
6), a short distance east of the city of Luz, where 
Abram was accustomed to have his headquarters, 
and where he had an altar (Gen. 12 : 8; 28 : Ig; 
Judg. 1 : 22-26). Ata very early date Jacob's clans- 
men may have been in the habit of calling the city 
by the name that properly belonged to the ‘‘ place.” 
The final substitution of the name Bethel for Luz 
seems to have occurred within the lifetime of men 
who were associated with Moses. For other topo- 


’ graphical matters see the notes below. 









ARABIAN DESERT 





Babylon 











Time.—Abram was eighty-six years old at the 
birth of Ishmael (Gen. 16 : 16), and had then been in 
Canaan eleven or twelve years (comp. Gen. 12: 4). 
The separation from Lot occurred some years after 
they came to Canaan, and some years Sole the 
capture of Lot by the four —— (Gen. 14), which 
event occurred some time before the birth of Ishmael. 
Conjecture is that the date of the separation was 
Abram’s fifth year in Canaan, perhaps 1924 B.C., 
though as to the years B. C. opinions differ widely. 

In the interval since the events of the last lesson 
Abram and Lot have been in Egypt because of the 
famine, and have returned to Canaan. 


Persons.—Abram and Lot and their employees, 


their Canaanite neighbors, the especially wicked in- 
habitants o:1 Sodom. It is natural to infer that 
Abram regarded Lot as his heir through whom the 
promise was to descend, and Josephus says that this 
was the case. 9 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verses. 1-4:— Went up: Here and everywhere note 
the topographical accuracy of these narratives. The 
South country-is on a higher level than Egypt.—A7zs 
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journeys: The word describes the removal of a 
shepherd's camp from one locality to another.— 
Bethe/: (n later centuries, when Jeroboam set up 
the worship of Jehovah at Bethel, with the symbol 
of the golden calf, he doubtless magnified the fact 
that here had been the place of worship of Abraham 
and Jacob, long before Jerusalem was chosen as the 
national place of sacrifice. 

Verses 5-7.—Lot a/so: A key to Lot’s character 
and to his failure is to be found in the account of the 
destruction of Sodom, in the statement * but he lin- 
gered” (Gen. 19: 16). A well-meaning man, with 
many admirable traits, he lacked decision of pur- 

When he knew perfectly well what he ought 
to do, he often hesitated instead of acting.—Aad 
flocks and herds and tents; It is a misfortune when 
an irresponsible man undertakes responsibilities. — 
The herdsmen: The noun is the one usually trans- 
lated * Shepherds.” From what we know of the men 
we naturally infer that Abram was a good disci- 
plinarian, and that Lot was not. Lot himself would 
never have have quarreled with Abram, but he had 
not positiveness enough to enable him to control his 
subordinates.—7he Canaanite and the Perizzite 
dwelt then in the and : The land was not wild and 
empty, but inhabited. So far as title by possession 
was concerned, the Canaanites had the prior claim. 
These neighbors might become hostile, and it would 
not do for Abram and Lot to weaken themselves by 
quarreling. 

Verse 10.—Lot lifted up his eyes, etc. : Appar- 
ently the final decision was made on some neighbor- 
ing summit whence they could look down into the 
valley of the Jordan, and could also see far in other 
directions.—7he Plain of the Jordan: In margin of 
American Revision ‘‘the Circle.” The lower part of 
the Jordan valley, north of the Dead Sea, where the 
mountains recede on both sides, and the valley 
rounds out, becoming wide, somewhat in shape like 
an irregular griddle cake.—We// watered every- 
where before hovel destroyed: Parts of the Circle, 
those around Jericho, for example, are now remark- 
ably well watered. The vicinity of the northern end 
of the lake Conder describes as ‘‘a white desert.”’ If 
the rain of fire which destroyed the cities was caused 
by the sinking of a tract of country in that region, it 
must have made a considerable change in the topog- 
raphy. When Lot looked at it the fertile land may 
have extended to the very brink of the lake.—Garden 
of Jehovah: Probably an allusion to Eden. 

ferses 11-13.—Land of Canaan: That is, the 
remaining parts of the land of Canaan. Canaan in- 
cluded the Circle.—Lot dwelt in the cities of the 
Circle: Not in them, but among them, living the 
tent life. His dwelling in one of them came later. 

AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 





The dates.of Old Testament events frequently be- 
come confusing to Bible students; but a clear and 
helpful guide to these dates is found in ** Chronology 
in the Bible,” by Professor Wiliis J. Beecher, D.D. 
25 cents, postpaid.” The Sunday School Times Co. 
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A. Quiet Talk on the Taint of Egypt 


By S. D. 


HE beginning of this lesson might well. be called 
Abram’s repentance. He had gone where he 
was not led. Now he is tracing his steps back 

again. Abram returns to where God had appeared 
unto him and he had builded an altar. 

When Abram went into Canaan he made the mis- 
take of going too far. He kept going through Ca- 
naan until he was out of Canaau and into Egypt. 
He was going in the direction pointed out by God, 
but he went farther than he was sent. The direction 
was right but not the distance. The hymn says, 
‘‘and run not before him whatever betide.” Yet 
this is just what Abram does. He wobbled badly 
dewn in Egypt. He gave the folks down there a 
wrong idea of his God by the way he behaved. He 
virtually lied about his wife for his own protection. 
God had to interfere for the sake of his future plans 
through this chosen pair. It was wholly a selfish con- 
sideration coupled with a lack of practical iaith in 
God that led to the lie. Doves it seem a small thing 
that Abram did, merely telling a part of the truth 
where it was his duty to tell the whole truth? Yet 
there is no small thing where moral quality is in- 
— There are no small sins. Any thing wrong 
is big. 

Abram had gone to Egypt out of fear. A famine 
threatened. He was afraid. He looked to Egypt 
instead of elsewhere. His eyes turned south instead 
of overhead. It was a very common mistake then 
and now. .When fear .is gripping a man, look for 
mistakes. Wherever fear is there-is.that much less 
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faith. Faith crowds fear out. They cannot get 
along together. Fear leads to many a false step. 

Whenever there is a special vision of God there is 
quite apt to be something fearsome thrust across the 
ie to block the way. Paul’s wondrous vision of 

acedonian need is followed by an inner dungeon, a 
bleeding back and fastened feet. Even for the Son 
of God himself there comes a wilderness after the 
opened heavens and the descending dove. Whena 
special blessing comes to you, and the clear evidence 
of the Master's leading hand, better keep very quiet 
and steady with knees well limbered, for there is 
likely to be some experience thrust in that will test 
your courage. Abram was a godly man, ¢#e man of 
all others chosen by God fora great service. That 
speaks bookfuls for his character. And it makes 
his Egyptian mistake stand out all the more sharply. 
Godly people must be careful to live godly lives at 
every step. They are under obligation to the outer 
world to do so. 

These men are embarrassed by their riches. They 
had so much that they couldn't get along together. 
Gold has a most peculiar effect. It gives a man the 
palm-itch. It seems to breed a magpie instinct of 
gathering into the nest all that the hands can be laid 
upon. Some calls for more. And the more yearns 
for yet more. When riches increase, keep a sharp 
eye on your controlling motive. 

Abram generously proposed a way out of the diffi- 
culty. He gives his nephew choice of location. He 
will be content to take for himself Lot's leavings. It 
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was a gracious, unself 1: proposal. Lot reveals him- 
self at once by his choice. A man always does. In 
nothing do we so reveal the rea‘ inner man as in our 
choices, even though it be done unconsciously. What 
the heart yearns for is éxpressed in the choice that is 
freely made. Abram chooses to let Lot choose. 
Abram’s heart chose peace and good will above choice 
of location. 

And Lot reveals himself fully in the way he 
chooses, as well as in what he chooses. Neither 
courteous deference to an elder, nor considerations 
of friendly companionship with this godly man, nor 
even a sense of need of help in this serious decision 
seems to have occurred to him. He felt quite confi- 
dent in deciding for himself. 

Lot’s senses did the choosing. He ‘lifted up his 
eyes and beheld.” His keen, shrewd eye ran care- 
fully, thoughtfully, over the landscape. His hand 
was feeling his purse. His trading instinct felt the 
purse thickening between his eager fingers as he 
chose. His ear was alert for the lowing and bleating 
of well-fed, contented herds and flocks. His nose 
took in the fragrance of the rich crops down in the 
Jordan bottoms. It was a choice made wholly by 
the senses, the outer physical*animal senses. It was 
right that these should play a part in the choice and 
a full part, too. But mark keenly, they monopolized 
the choice. There were other considerations. His 
children were growing up. Their lives would be 
molded by his choice. (Aye, they were molded, and 
aslimy, grewsome mold it proved to be.) It would 
be an enormous advantage for them to be with their 
wise, godly uncle. What sort of folks were they 
down in those cities of the Jordan circle? Would he 
find those with whom he could enjoy the sweets of 
high, pure friendships? Would they help him in his 
own personal growth? He could have easily found 
out, and found out fully. They seem to have had 
an established reputation in morais. But Lot's 
senses were in the saddle. Above all else his greed 
of gold held the lines, and gripped the whip handle 
and drove him asharp, hard pace. Egypt had plainly 
left its taint upon his life. t seems to have left a 
large posterity, some of whom have emigrated to 
America. They can be recognized by their way of 
choosing ; and, too, by the family blood-taint of the 
cave in the mountain near little Zoar. 

There are two things to be said about the neigh- 
bors whom Lot is choosing. They had a beautiful 
country, as rich and fruitful as the garden of Eden; 
and what could exceed that garden of God! They 
had wealth. They had the self-satisfaction that get- 
ting wealth is apt to grow in a man. They doubtless 
had certain accessories of wealth that are commonly 
but shallowly thought of as culture. There were, 
no doubt, fine houses with all the known luxuries, 
experienced cooks, well-trained servants, luxurious 
banquets, works of art imported from Egyptian cen- 
ters, not unlikely literary, philosophical lectures, well- 
bred, high-stepping horses from Egypt, the home o 
the thoroughbred, and gay turnouts. There were 
exclusive social circles. All these follow in the train 
of easy wealth. That is one side, the material side. 
There was another side, the moral side. These 
people had become exceedingly skilled and practised 
in sin. In their lives they were ‘against God.” 
These are Lot’s chosen neighbors, his associates and 
friends. Even ‘so are men still called to choose. 
Better a modest income and the discipline of careful 
management, with pure air and simple high stand- 
ards, than wealth with many of its fangus growths, 
if one must choose,—and the great prosperity of our 
country and times is forcing choice upon many. 

Mapison, N. J. ' 
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hiéches ruin more friendships than they make. 
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sson-Lights 
.. By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie - —- 


eS ND ABRAHAM WEN?T uP Out oF Ecyprt, HE, ANnp 
A HIS WIFE, AND ALL THAT HE'HAD, AND Lot 
WITH HIM, INTO THE SouTH (v. 1). Thestraw 

mats on which we sit in Hebren, Beersheba, and 
neignborhood, *‘ the South,” of the texi, came from 
Egypt, and the skin water-bottle and colored glass 
bracelets which Egyptian peasant girls wear are 
taken to the Nile valley from Hebron. The journey 
between the South and Egypt may take as many 
days as that between Toronto and New York takes 
hours. still the Syrian peasant finds the former 
quieter and less expensive, and he is accustomed to 
it from time immemorial. In one of the tombs known 
as those of Beni-Hasan, in Egypt, is an illustration 
in colors representing Asiatics arriving in Egypt and 
bringing eye-salve or eve-paint to Khnem Hotep, 
long before Abraham's time; the men of the tribe 
Amu follow their shaykh with the women and chil- 
dren, some in panniers on asses. America and the 
British colonies are modern outlets for fortune seek- 
ing Syrians, but thirty years ago Egypt was still 
the only field for the restless and more ambitious of 
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the-natives of Western Asia. Abram was rich before 
he went down into Egypt, but I know Syrians 
who went there penniless and are now possessors of 
wealth in moneyand land. Oncein many 2. they 
revisit Syria as tourists, but as to leaving Egypt per- 
manently nothing is further from their minds or 
nothing is more absurd in their eyes. 
SHWEIR, SYRIA, ‘ 


When God calls us to go back it is always the 
best way of going forward. 


a 
The. Busy Man’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


[Every lesson article given here by Mr. Ridgway has been actually 
taught by him to his classes in this form at least three times. As he 
superintends two schools every Sunday, teaches a class of a hundred 
men in the morning, another class women in the afternoon, and 
leads his teachers in their lesson preparation Saturday evenings, these 
teaching notes of his are not theoretical, but grounded solidly in prac- 
tical experience.—Tue Epiror.]) 


ND Abram was very rich (v. 2). All those who 
A would like to be rich hold up the hand. Who 
would not? When is a man rich? How much 
would you have to. have to be rich? Here is my idea: 
A man is rich when he has a sure income sufficient 
to keep him in the way he is used to living, without 
having to earn anything by work. Some of you would 
be rich with the income of ten thousand dollars, and 
there are other mer in this world who would have a 
hard time to make ends meet with the income of two 
hundred thousand dollars. Is it a good thing to be 
rich ? What did Christ say about it? (Luke 6: 24; 
Matt. 19: 23). If I should give you a million right 
now, what would you do with it? Could God trust 
Abram with all those riches, and why? Could he 
trust you ? 

Unto the se of the altar (v. 4). No altar down 
in Egypt. othing will put a damper on your re- 
ligion like the Egyptians. Abram had no business 
down in Egypt,—not his kind of folks,~and that he 


got back to the altar shows the sort of man Abram, 


really was. That was a pretty gay crowd of Egypt- 
ians, with their dancing, card playing, theater-going, 
‘* bird-and-a-bottle,” that you got into. Your only 
salvation is back to that altar at Bethel you ‘‘ made 
there at the first.” Stay among the Egyptians and 
you are lost ! 

And Lot also, who went with Abram, had flocks 
(v. 5). As long as Lot kept close to Uncle Abram he 
got along splendidly. Many like him since. If you 
want to prosper surely, tie toa goodman. The good 
man is usually the successful man.. Some of. us are 
not particularly smart, nor have much genius,.: but 
we get along finely by keeping close to some Abram 
we know. very teacher can name some men locally. 
The reason why (Psa, 37: 23.) Lot’s whole importance 
consists in that he was the nephew of his uncle. 
There are others! 


The land was not able to bear them. 
there was a strife (vs. 6, 7). When they got rich 
their troubles began. Rich folks not always as happy 
as ordinary folks think they have every reason to be. 
The fight was between the:understrappers. Reckon 
the Canaanites and Perizzites grinned to see these 
good people atit. Probably this is the significance of 
their mention. We know how it affects the Canaan- 
ites and Perizzites nowdays when God's people get 
to ‘*scrappin’” (Psa. 133: 1). 

And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife; 
aes we are brethren (vy. 8). All quarrels bad. 
Among relatives worst of all. Abram the older 
shows his wisdom and goodness. Soft words have 
wonderful power. Why don’t you practise and use 
them all the time (Prov. 15: 1)? Strife makes every- 
body unhappy. You and Johnny Smith don’t speak 
as you pass by. Neither of you look very happy 
about it. 

Ts not the whole land ey thee ? (v. 9). 
big man can say a thing like this. 
friendship may remain. The country is big. Often 
have to do that. Was Abram generous because reli- 
gious? Had first choice, but waived it in interest of 
peace. Would you have done it? Matthew 7: 12 not 
yet written, nor Romans 12: 10, 


So Lot chose him all the Plain of the Jordan (vy. 11). 
Smart fellow, that chap Lot? Shrewd, level-headed 
business man, with eye on the main chance. Wells 
and water a valuable property in the East. Lot took 
the best. Happy, lucky Lot! Let us all read chap- 
ter t9. Selfishness dead sure tochoose wrong. Never 
let any man outdo you in generosity and courtesy. 
Be like Stephen Girard, who, when taken to task 
for lifting his hat politely in return to the salute of a 
negro employee, said: ‘‘I never allow a negro to 
outdo me in courtesy.” Let God choose for you. 
The man of faith can always afford to let the man 
of sight take the choice. Do you always take the 
best seat, the biggest apple, the best job, the best of 
everything ? Well, how have you prospered, how 
much better off than the other fellows are you ? 


Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot... 


els 5 eee 


Only a 
To separate that 
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in... Sodom (vs, 12,13). Here you have them, 
Abram the country man and Lot the city man. 
Which? Keep away from the city. It is only the 
fresh country blood pouring into the city that saves 
it from ruin. God never intended men to herd in 
cities. Lot’s fate is that of hundreds of countrymen 
tempted ger Going on right now. Stay out 
amid the hills with Abram, my boy. What will become 
of cities then? Wecan get along without the cities. 
Back to the farms where God intends us to find ha 
piness. It was to the farmers in the Bethlehem fields 
the angels sang. Christ himself looked like a farmer 
Goha 20:15). And he talked like one (Mark 4: 3). 
nd he cried over the city (Luke 19: 41). So be wise 


. like Abram and dwell in Canaan; yes, a ‘‘ pumpkin 
husker,” if you please. God blesses the country- - 
side. ; 


CoATESVILLE, Pa, 


No man loses his cause by leaving it to God. 


a 
The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 


By Delavan L.~Pierson 
Managing Editor of the Missionary Review of the World 


E are pitching our tents either towards Sodom 
or towards Bethel. We are moving either 
worldward or Godward, and the direction of 

our course is clearly shown in our choices, Abram 
chose to give way, and to trust God for his own 
needs. Lot was ‘looking out for number one”’—his 
principle was to get all he could for himself. Gener- 
osity is a prime requisite in a missionary spirit. 
Abraham and Lot had both been richly blessed. 
But contrast their blessings with our own. A nomad 
life, tenting in all kinds of weather ; hard work and 
few comforts ; no books and little opportunity for 
education—these features of ‘‘ the simple life” would 
be considered unbearable hardships to-day. But 
Abraham lived in luxury compared with the millions 
in Palestine and Persia, India and China and Africa 
to-day. Most of the children in India go to bed hun- 
sty every night. They never have enough to eat. 
ot chose the ease and comforts and — of the 
city. His heart was set on providing comforts for 
himself and his family. It is not difficult to see 
which of these two men would have been missionary 
volunteers to-day, or which of them if obliged to re- 
main at home would have been the friend and sup- 
porter of missions, 
In your relation to the Master’s missionary work 
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* school every Sunday.”’ 
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do you belong to the Abraham class_or the Lot class ? 
Are you bent on giving or on getting? Men whocan 
spend $3000 on an automobile complain of hard 
times when asked to give $100 to send the gospel to 
the heathen. How many women choose the luxury 
of fine clothes rather than the luxury of fine charity! 
Children spend freely on candy and amusements 
amounts that would make them and the parents cry 
‘‘robbery ” if asked for foreign missions. It is not 

verty but parsimony that keeps our treasuries low. 

hose who, like Abraham, are ready to respond to 
the call to go, like him will be generous in their re- 
sponse to the call to give. 

Thank God, there are Abrahams in the church to- 


‘ day—not aliof them rich in silver and gold but 


equally generous in spirit. The young people in onr 


- Sunday-schools sadly need ‘training’in this direction. © 
, ‘lam a-better Christian than you are,” said the 


penny to the dollar, ‘‘ for I go to church and Sunday- 
Our pocket-books need to be 
converted as well as ourselves. The heathen in the 
New Hebrides are devoted to fighting and plunder, 
but when they become Christians they give gener- 
gusty. Several villages on Paama Island became 
rivals to see which church would give the most. All 
the Christians gave as much—not as little—as they 
could ; even a two-weeks-old baby dropped a coin 
in the box. 

An interesting and exceptional case is told of a 
mission in West Africa where the Christians have 
the custom of bringing gifts to the Christ on Christ- 
mas Day like the wise men of the East. Among the 
humble offerings of fruit and grain, with coins at rare 
intervals, the missionary was astonished to see one 
sixteen-year-old-girl, a recent convert, bring eighty- 
five cents, a small fortune in that land. e feared 
that she might have stolen it and after the others 
had gone asked her whence the money.came. He 
learned that the girl, in her desire to bring a worthy 
offering, had sold herself as a slave to a neighboring 
planter for eighty-five cents and had brought the 
po sum paid for her life in a single gift to her 
sora, 

In ou giftsto missions are we showing the spirit 
of Lot or the spirit of Abraham ? Lot chose to get 
and lost everything; Abraham chose to give and 
gained everything. 

References to Literature—The Tiger Jungle, Chamberlain 
(Chapter xxii.) ; The Cobra’s Den, Chamberlain (Chapter xix); 
aa Review, May, 1904 (p. 373), and January, 1905 
P- 79). 

Brooktyn, N. Y. 


You can depend on the Canaanite being on hand 


when the Lord’s people fall out. 


a 


The Illustration Round-Table 





LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for every 
anecdotal lesson illustration that can be used, 

and two dollars for the Jes¢ illustration used for each 
week’s lesson. But note particularly the following: 

Each separate illustration must be signed by the 
sender’s name and address, and must state the source 
from which the illustration was taken. 


The number of manuscripts submitted by readers 
in this department is so large that it is not practicable 
to return unavailable manuscripts. Do not enclose 
return postage, as no manuscripts can be returned. 

The dates on which illustrations are due is shown 
by this calendar. 


6. May 12.—Joseph Forgives His Brothers (Gen. 
i. 8 eee Due Feb.9 
7. May 19.—Israel Enslaved in Beype (Exod. 1: 1-14) “ Feb. 16 
8. May 26.—Childhood and Education of Moses 
ES eae « Feb. 23 
9. June 2.—Moses Called to Petiver Egypt (Exod. 
EE 5 State |! . ig eee ee, ie Mar. 2 
10. June 9.—The Passover (Exod. 12 : 21-30) . . .. - “ =6Mar. 9 
11. June 16.—Israel’s Escape from Egypt (Exod. 
SE5SGCS) 2 cc eee RH 8 oe * Mar. 16 
eo fe lL Ewe ee ee Cee “ Mar. 23 
13. June 30.—Temperance Lesson (z Cor. 10 : 23-33) - “ Mar. 30 


Why Leave Off?—v. 4. 


ND there Abram called on the name of Jehovah 

(v. 4). Said a father to me (relates the Rev. 

F. B. Meyer), speaking of his little son,‘‘ There 

was a time wher I made up my mind that as some- 
times I had freedom of speech in family worship and 
sometimes I didn’t, I would only hold it when I felt 
moved especially by the Spirit to do so. So night 
came, and we went to bed without it. My little Joe 
was then scarcely three years old, but he seemed 
restless and uneasy. At length he turned over to 
me, and, putting his arms arcund my neck, his baby 
voice lisped, ‘ Papa, we used to say ‘‘ Our Father,” 
didn't we?’ I told him ‘ Yes,’ and urged him to go 
to sleep. There was a pause. ‘ Papa,’ again came 
the lisping tone, ‘what made us leave off?’ You 
may be sure it was the last time we ever went to bed 





without family prayer.”"—7khe Rev. John T. Faris, 
St. Louis. From The Christian Endeavor World. 


The Higher Level or the Lowe: ?—vs. 10-13. 


And Lot... beheld all the Plain of the Jordan, 
that it was well watered every where. ... Now the 
men of Sodom were wicked and sinners against 
Jehovah exeeedingly (vs. 10-13). Moody said that 
when he was going to the Crystal Palace in London 
the agent said, ‘‘ Will you go by the higher level or 
the lower level?" Moody answered, ‘‘I have not 
much choice in the matter, but the lower level sounds 
easier. Guess I'll take it.” And he found himself 
in a surface car, hindered by the crowds, with noth- 
ing pleasant to look at. He reached his destination 
somewhat late and very weary, having learned that 
the higher level was much the better. He said: “I 
learned that life is better on the higher level. I was 

lad when I learned to say, ‘ What time I am afraid 

will trust in thee,’ but I was more glad when I was 
strong —— to say, ‘I will trust and not be afraid.’ 
I knew I had come to a higher level where trust took 
away fear. You can get to the heavenly places by 
the lower level, but it is not the best way; it is the 
way of weak faith.”—/uniata Rohrback, Washing. 
ton, D. C. From The Sunday School Journal. 


Getting What She Wanted—v, 11. 


Lot chose him all the Plain of the Jordan (v. 11). 
A nurse had charge of a baby whose mother was 
on the road to make a spoiled child of it. The 
child must have everything, and must not be crossed 
or made peevish. ‘‘ Did I not tell you to let the 
child have anything she wanted ?” said the mother 
one day when the baby was especially cross. ‘She 
has it,”’ said the nurse; ‘‘it was a wasp, and that is 
the cause of hercrying.”—7. W. Carter, Wellsburg, 
N.Y. The prize for this week is awarded to this 
illustration. , 








Not Lot’s Way of Choosing—v. 11. 





So Lot chose him all the Plain of Jordan (v. 11). 
A man with a large family of sons moved to a loca- 
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 17 (Gen. 13: 1-13) 


tion between two churches of his denomination, one 
large and the other small. In the large church the 
preaching and music would bably be superior, 
and the demands upon his pocket less. In the other, 
he saw that he would be more needed, and, further, 
that as his sons grew up they would be more likely 
to come into active service for Christ. He chose the 
latter. He was blessed in his choice. His liberality 
did not make him poor, and his sons are all active 
— in that church.——Rodert C. Bell, Granby, 
Mass. 


“The Goodman’s Croft *—v. 12. 


And Lot...moved his tent as far as Sodom 
(v. 12). The British Weekly says that two hundred 
and fifty years ago it was the custom of English farm- 
ers to set aside a portion of their land, often of their 
best land, for the use of the Devil. They called it 
the ‘*Goodman’s Croft.” They meant the Devil's 
croft, but they were afraid to call it such. In this 
croft nothing grew but thistles, briars, and all man- 
ner of weeds. But the seeds of the weeds did not 
confine themselves to this croft. The seeds went 
everywhere. Whole farms were ruined by their 
scattering. Lot thought he could safely give over a 

art of his life to intercourse with Sodom. He could 

uy and sell there. Later on, in the wreck of his 
home and the ruin of his family, he learned, as many 
2 man has learned to his sorrow, that his whole life 
ss doomed who in any sphere of life is on easy terms 
ae he Rev. Darwin F. Pickard, Albion, 


A Boy’s Battle—Golden Text. 


Take heed, and keep yourselves from all covetous- 
ness (Golden Text). Dr. Francis E. Clark, in The 
Youth’s Companion, has told of a friend of his who, 
when a boy, was in grave danger through covetous- 
ness. He wanted fifty cents togotothe circus. Now 
he had never been to the circus, and try as he would, he 
was able to earn but thirty-five cents. Several days 
before the circus he went, as usual, to school in a 
neighboring town. The fare was fifteen cents. His 
parents gave him money each day for his ticket. On 
this particular day the conductor passed him by. 
His ticket still in his possession, he thought what a 
simple thing it would be to use it next day, and keep 
the fifteen cents, provided at home, for the circus 








fund. The temptation was awful, ‘All day the 
elephant stared at him out of the Pages of his Latin 
grammar, and the giraffes craned their long necks 


over the tough problems in algebra.’”’ All day and 
all that night (for he could not sleep much) he fought 
his battle. How he coveted the railroad company’s 
fifteen cents. But next day he tore up the old ticket 
and paid his fare. ‘‘ Now, as he looks back over a 
long and honored life, he tells his friends that that 
was the day of his greatest battle and his greatest 
victory."—The Rev. John T. Faris, St. Louts. 


bd * 


No man sees less than the one with an eye to the 
main chance. 
“ae 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. For particulars, address Marion Lawrance, Toledo, O. 


Monday.—Gen. 13:1-9.... 2.2 ses ’ 
Tessban-tien. et ee cs Sb hee Lot's choice 
Wednesday.—Genesis 14 : 8-16... . . . Abram rescues Lot 
‘Thursday. —Exod. 33 : 12-19. .,. . . God's presence sought 
Friday.—2 Cor. 6: 11-18. .». . . . . .‘Evil companionship 


Saturday.+~Psalm: € 5-2) 6 we ie ee 8s The right way 
Sunday.—1 Tim. 6:3-12. ..... Danger of Covetousness 
b 
The best anchor in prosperity is humble gratitude. 


From the Platform ‘ 
By Philip E. Howard 
After the Lesson 


= YOUNG man who was having a at fight 

against temptation had two business posi- 

tions offered to him. One was with a clean 
firm at a moderate income; the other was with a man 
of bad habits at a high salary. It was the same kind 
of business in both cases. And the young man 
thought it out and fought it out until he-decided that 
he hag better take the position at the lower income. 
That was £is choice. ., ' 

“ Lot made 4zs choice. He chose a rich country, 
taking his chances of getting on safely among the 
wicked folk of Sodom. He could surely take some 
chances on Zha?, if he could only get hold of the rich- 
est possible land for his live-stock. No rough coun- 
try for him, where a man could scarcely make a 
ee 
**We ought to know better in these days. Will 
-Miss ——’s class read Luke 12:15 forus? That's 
strange! . Does it mean that men are wrong to-day 
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when they live chiefly to Fw money and the bing? 
that money can buy? , @ great many 

must be on the wrong t then! Certainly Lot 
was. He took fearful chances so that he might have 
larger flocks, better things. Men do that yo 
Men let the finest things in life—love, service, family 
life, church life—get lost to view in their choices of 
what seems important to them. 

** And it seems strange, too, doesn’t it, that Abram, 
who was willing to let Lot have whatever part he 
wanted, got by far the best of it! That wouldn’t be 
called smart nowadays, would it? But there are 
better ways to live than by being smart. Being gen- 
erdus is one way. 

“For do you notice that God chose for Abram ? 
The land that he was to have was the land that God 

inted out to him. Lot chose for himself; Abram 

et God choose for him. Look! 





LOT’S CHOICE 
GOD’S CHOICE. 


WHICH IS BETTER? 











‘“‘ Answer that quietly for yourself as you look at 
the board just now. And shall we let God do the 
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choosing this next week? He will make no mis- 
take.” 


PHILADELPHIA, 





Lf you are just starting asa teacher, and are search- 
ing for definite suggestions as to how to go about it at 
the very beginning, you cannot do better than to send a 
two-cent stamp to The Sunday School Times Company 
for Philip E, Howard’s six-page folder entitled *‘ A 
Word at the Start.”’ 











Hymns and Psalms for This Lesson 


_ (With references also to the old and new editions of the 


metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.'') 


** My soul, be on thy guard.”’ Psalm 112: I-10. 


** 1 need thee every hour."’ - eh 1-6. 228 : 1-6.) 
** Wait, my soul, upon the Lord."’ salm 62 : 5-12. 
** Lord, I care not for riches."’ (81:36. 122: 3-6) 


Psalm 119 : 25-30. 

(173 : 25-30. 245 : 1-3.) 
Psalm 26 : 1-7 

. (35 : 1-6. ° 54: 1-5.) 
Psalnt 119 : 43-48. / 
(174 : 43-48. 248 : 1-3, 6.) 


*Oft in danger, oft in woe."’ 

** He leadeth me."’ 

“Forth in thy’name, O Lord.” 

“7 ne but suffer God to guide 
thee."’ 


Tite poorest bargain in this world is found in 
taking advantage of a friend. 








GRADED 


HELPS 














For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


A leafiet has been prepared by Mrs. Bryner, for the help of 

rimary teachers, which will give a great deal of valuable in- 
Cemation about pictures, lessons, and home work, as well as 
a list of books which primary workers should know about. It 
will be sent by The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa., on receipt of a two-cent stamp. 





General Topic: The Beginnings. 

Lesson Story: Abram and Lot begin Life in Canaan. 
Lot’s Selfish Choice, and its Results, 

Lesson Teaching: Selfishness is Sin, and Brings 
Trouble. 


Golden Text: Take Heed, and Beware of Covet- 
ousness. 


REVIEW. 


What man heard and obeyed God’s.call to move to 
amew land ?. Who went: with him ?- What promise 
did God make to Abram? ‘‘‘I will bless thee,” etc. 
How did Abram live in this new land? (Describe 
his a0 using the sketch or picture of the last les- 
son). t must have been hard to believe God's 
promise when the famine came, and Abram had to 
move his flocks and herds many miles to Egypt, 
where there was plenty of corn and water. Only the 
trees and altar were left to mark the place where his 
camp had been. 

The king of Egypt was kind to Abram for the sake 
of his beautiful wife, Sarai, and Abram grew rich in 
sheep and oxen, asses and camels, and servants to 
care for them. He had no children, but Lot, his 
nephew, was very dear to him, and lived with him. 
Include chapters 13 and 14 in the lesson story. 


LESSON 


How glad and thankful they were to come back to 
the same place where his tent had been at the begin- 
ning, and to find the altar there at Bethel, where 
Abram now praised and worshiped and thanked God 
for his care. Sing: 


** Oh trust, trust in God, 
Trust him all the long day through, 
For he who cares for the birds and flowers 
Will surely care for you.’’ 
“ Little Branches, No. 2.” 


Abram and Lot were now ready to really begin 
their lives in this land of Canaan, but soon there was 
trouble. Although the famine was over, and the 
grass had grown again, their flocks and herds had 
increased so much that there wasn’t room for them 
al! together, and some of the heathen still lived in the 
land, too. 

The servants and herdsmen of Abram and Lot 
quarreled. Abram wouldn’t quarrel with Lot, and 
it always takes two to make a quarrel; so Abram 
kindly said —— ? (Read vs. 8andg. Show the picture- 
roll.) Surely Lot would be fair towards his generous 
old uncle. (Sketch the mountains, then the Jordan 
valley, and describe each, empliasizing Lot’s selfish 
choice.) ‘The river country was Lot’s, the mountain 
country Abram’s. (Write the names:) There must 
have been a good deal of selfishness in Lot's heart 
to choose all of the best-watered country. (Add 


3 


Self-ish-ness in syllables to the outline.) Our text 
says, ‘*’lake heed, and beware of covetousness.” 
We will see what came of it later. Lot had been 
more careful to choose a good place for his cattle than 
for his children. His flocks lived on the grassy 
plains, but Lot placed his family tent near Sodom, a 
dreadfully wicked place, and he soon found that he 
was living in the midst of terrible sin. (Erase all but 
the first letters of the syllables in Self-Ish-Ness, leav- 
ing Sin.) Perhaps Lot thought that he could live there 
without being hurt by their sin, just as the prett 
white kitty though she could hunt mice in the coal- 
= without soiling her fur, but she couldn’t. (Quote 

ae. 2 3 

Abram must have felt lonesome after Lot was gone, 
but God spoke to him again such wonderful words of 
blessing. (Write Blessing. Read verses 14-17, and 

ieture the 6ld man looking in every direction, travel- 
ing through the land, and moving to Hebron.) 

herever Abram lived, he worshiped God; so at 
Hebron he built another altar, while Lot was livin 
among people who didn’t worship God, but liv 
in sin. 

















A few years had passed, when four kings made 
war against Sodom, where Lot lived,. and carried 
away ee | captives, among whom were Lot and his 
family and servants and all his goods. One who 
escaped carried word to Abram, who had grown very 
rich by this time. He quickly gathered 318 trained 
servants, and followed to rescue Lot, if possible. 
They traveled over a hundred miles before they over- 
took them. Heattacked them by night, and saved Lot 
and his family, his servants and goods, and brought 
them all back to their country. As he went back to 
his home in Hebron, people offered him presents, but 
he didn't take them. The king of Salem came out 
and blessed him. 

If it hadn’t been for Abram, Lot would have lost 
everything he had. His selfish choice cost him a 
good deal. It is often true that selfish people who 
try to get all there is, lose what they have in the end. 
You remember the story of the dog who had a nice 
big bone, and was running across a log to the other 
side of a stream, where te meant to eat it. The 
water was so clear that he saw his own shadow, and 
thought it was another dog with a splendid: big bone, 
which he wanted; so he barked at him, and, of course, 
when he opened his mouth, the bone dropped into the 
water; so he lost what he had. Emphasize bya prac- 
tical illustration of children’s selfishness. One of the 
commandments teaches, ‘‘ Thou shalt not covet.” 

‘Peoria, ILL. 
% 


The greatest things belong to those who can leave 
great things. 
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My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


[Two months in advance of the dates of the International Lessons 
Mr. Foster teaches these lessons to a class of typical boys. He then 
recasts the teaching plan thus tested, if necessary, an the finished 
result is what he gives here to the readers of the Times. The sugges- 
tions are likely to prove almost as helpful for girls’ classes as for boys. 
—Tue Epitor.] 


E WENT right tothe Bible for this lesson, to 
search out facts. Each boy took pencil and 
paper. What men are named in this lesson ? 

I did not see a boy look it up again (the lesson had 
been read over before we began to teach), but éach 
put down at once : Abram, Lot. Does the lesson 
tell about any people or nationality—as I would 
speak of Americans, or Englishmen? . This time they 
searched a little; then found and wrote down: 
Canaanite, Perizzite. Who will tell me the first 
country or city mentioned ? Bethel, said one. 
Wrong ; look again. Egypt, several said. Now to 
the maps. (Each had a map from The Sunday School 
Times Lesson Pictures.) Look for Egypt : found 
uickly. What do we call ‘‘ The Great Sea” now ? 
Mediterranean. Can every boy think of the maps 
he knows, and remember where the Mediterranean 
is? Each says he can. Next place mentioned in 
the lesson, Bethel. Next, Hai. Do you find it? All 
search ; one boy says, ‘‘ Here it is, on the little map, 
only it’s spelled Ai.” Then Jordan, Sodom, Gomor- 
rah. Why has Sodom a question mark after it? 
Here a little talk about lost cities, or cities buried 
under layers of earth. Just enough to whet the ap- 
petite ; in later lessons it will be well to have this 
for a foundation. Let each put on his paper the 
places named, 

So much for the places. Now the lesson story. 
Were the men old or young? One elderly, the other 
young. Were they relatives? One boy answered 
quickly, ‘‘ Lot was Abram’s nephew.” Rich or poor? 
Very rich. Money in banks, and houses and lands? 
No ; carried their wealth on their travels—sheep, 
and oxen, and horses, silver, and gold. Pictured 
their wandering life ; also showed The Sunday 
School Times Lesson Picture for this lesson, ‘* An En- 
campment in the Holy Land.” Two great camps, 
like two armies on the march, What happened in 
our story? Herdsmen fought ; wasn’t enough room 
in any one place to take care of all the animals. (All 
this and the rest the boys told me ; I didn’t do the 
telling.) 

How did Abram propose to settle the matter ? One 
to go to right, other to go to the left ; but Lot was to 
have first choice, -What.did Lot do? - ‘“Took alkthe 
good lands.”--What.! I exclaimed ; where do you 
read that? My challenge sent every, boy. to -his 
Bible. Tenth’ verse, said one ; eleventh verse said a 
second, Both verses, we concluded, told this part of 
the story. 

Here again I emphasized. the fact that the. Bible 
was a picture gallery, and that we constantly got 
snap-shots of people. Big-hearted, generous Abram ; 
selfish and covetous Lot. Two pictures ; which do 
you like best ? 

Do you figd out anything else about Lot in this 
lesson ? ' ‘t He wanted to get near to wicked people,” 
said one boy. Where do you read anything like that? 
The one boy whom | thought had been inattentive, 


said, The twelfth and the thirteenth verses.’ ‘‘ Birds. 


of a feather flock together.” ‘‘ A man is known by 
the company he Keeps.” What do I know about a 
certain boy ?, Don’t know much of anything about 
him ; but I know the boys he goes with are tough. 
That's all I-need to-know about Aim, ‘' That's the 
way with my father when he hires a man,” said a 
boy. ‘*He finds out what kind of friends he’s got 
before he hires him,” . I tried to leave in the minds a 
seasonable word ; I hope I didn’t preach a sermon. 
But let’s look at Abram again before we leave the 
lesson. . About every time I’ve read about Abram in 
my Bible I find him doing a certain thing. Let’s 
look for it. Some searching brought, ‘‘made an 
aitar!” Where’s that? Fourth verse. Now look 
at the eighteenth’ verse. (We couldn’t have found 
that in lesson leaves ; we use Bzb/es.) Here’s Lot 
edging off towards evil; but everywhere Abram 
stops he builds an altar, and prays. No homily 
here : I’d rather close the lesson with these two pic- 
tures before them. And I'll call those pictures up 
again next week. ' 


PHILADELPHIA, 


“ 
The rich valleys make poor sott for the great 
virtues. 
<p 


The Young Folks’ Class 


By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


HY did the Hebrew writers of the books of the 
law include this story. The Hebrews claimed 
Palestine by inheritance from Abraham. The 

Moabite and Ammonite tribes were of the same ances- 
try. “Why could not they claim the same hereditary 
right ? Beeause their ancestor, Lot, had. given up 
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that right a yar} chosen ad eee a _ He- 
brew prophets and sages taught their people the su- 
periority of their claim to the promised land, and the 
sifting of men of the same race by Jehovah to make 
the noblest of them the fathers of the chosen nation. 
Lot, Ishmael, Esau; tried and found wanting, fell 
out of the line of succession, leaving Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob as the great patriarchs. These stories of 
the beginnings of the people of Israel center around 
their father Abraham. is faith in God was the 
chief qualification which made him the father of a 
mighty nation. ‘That was illustrated in the last les- 
son, Another of his virtues was his generosity 
towards his fellow-men, and the incident of his sep- 
aration from Lot was recorded to illustrate it. Try to 
impress on your pupils the nobility of the magna- 
nimity of a son of God, such as Abraham was. Ex- 
lain : 

: Abram’s Offer to His Nephew. Both had grown 
rich, until each with his family, followers and cattle 
had become chief of a tribe. Point out how difficult 
it is for two families of the same blood to live together 
as one, and show the wisdom of Abram’s propo- 
sal. He and his nephew had not quarreled, but their 
servants had and would, and they would have to act 
as judges. Was it not practically certain that they 
would fall out unless they separated? Abram was 
the pioneer and leader. He had made Lot rich. But 
before his right to precedence he placed his duty to 
his nephew, and gave him his choice ty. 9). 

Point out that the key to peace within the family, 
between neighbors, between different classes such as 
represent capital and labor, between different races 
under the same flag, and between nations, is the plac- 
ing of duties above rights. This did Abram, and 
no truth is more important than this to be taught in 
our country and time. Read the law of Jehovah 
(Lev. 19 : 18, 33, 34). 

Lot’s Choice of the Plain. Do not lay too great 
emphasis on the moral meaning of his choice. Sodom 
was thoroughly bad (v. 13); but the race of the Am- 
orites, with whom Abram confederated, was per- 
haps no better (Gen. 15:16; Lev. 18: 24, 25; 1 
Kings 21: 26). ‘The chief fact in Lot’s choice was 
that it was determined by what was of greatest ma- 
terial advantage, without reference to its associations. 


. The plain he chose -was ‘‘like the garden of Jeho- 


vah,” but the people were ‘‘sinners against Jehovah 
exceedingly.” oses’ choice was the opposite (Heb. 
11: 24-26). So was Abram’s (Gen. 13: 3,4). He chose 
to wait by the altar he had erected until God, who 
had madehim the promise which had détermined his 
life this far, should show him the path he ought to take. 
Hebron, the home to which he was led, was hardly 
less fertile than the Jordan valley. Impress on your 
pupils the meaning of these two sayings of Jesus 
(Luke 12:15; Matt. 6 :33). 

The Reward of Abram’s Generosity. Lot got. his 
rights and more, but net long after he would have 
lost all he had if Abram had not rescued him from 
captivity and restored all his possessions(Gen. 14 : 14- 
16). . Lot got wealth, but itso. shriveled up his soul 
that only the force of the destroying angel could com- 
pel him to part with it (Gen. 19: 16)... His children, 
among the associations where he placed. them. became 
so dead to the sense of danger. that he could not 
arouse them (I9::14). His wife.became so,enamored 
of the city of destruction that she survived only as a 
monument to their sin (19 :. 26). 

Why did. Abram get the most?.. Because he was 
a landily giver C- 14: 18-24). He lived in tents, ‘‘a 
sojourner in a land -not his own,” yet he had a war- 
rant from God that theland was all 
that use is the measure of possession, and the man 
who so loves his neighbors that their use of his prop- 
erty and rights gives him satisfaction is employing 
them to enrich himself. Abram exemplified Christ’s 
saying (Acts 20:35), and sent the message down 
through the ages to our own time. 

BosTON. 
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The man who pitches his tent toward sin will 
soon have a vote there. 


The Adult Bible Class 
By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


Abram’s Sptendid Personality 
I. THe GENERAL PREPARATION (Genesis 13, 14). 


The next two chapters of Genesis should be taken 
up together, since each in its own way portrays the 
noble personality of the great leader, and was, in 
part at least, intended to do so. They set forth two 
notable incidents in his career. 

The geographical data of these chapters are worth 
examining. One who follows them through, locating 
the South or Negeb, the Plain or Circle, the mount of 
vision near Bethel, Hebron, the domains of the invad- 
ing kings, their curious route of invasion and attack, 
the scene of Abram’s victory, will gain quite a grasp 
of western Asiatic and Palestinian geography. ‘‘ As 
far as Dan” is, of course, an anachronism. 

The fourteenth. chapter of Genesis. stands by itself 
as a historical memorandum of a specific series. of 


is (13 : 14). Show. 
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interesting incidents. Scholars have ms recognized 
that it bears out, with notable accuracy what we know 
elsewhere of early Babylonian history. The general 
conditions portrayed are historically and politically. 
enlightening. It contributes a new view of the patri- 
arch. Instead of being a peaceful owner of extensive 
possessions he is an intrepid warrior, ready to main- 
tain his — and to succor his kindred. But it may 
be truthfully said: that the double description would 
fit a Bed’wy chieftain of to-day. . 

The wealth of Abram and of Lot was in flocks and 
herds and slaves. So many had each that there was 
insufficient pasturage and their res ive herdsmen 
quarreled. This led to an act which exhibited the 
 serempese generosity and large-mindedness, and 

t’s cupidity. The latter could not resist the fertile 
promise of the Jordan valley and chose it regardless 
of what his residence there involved. Abram’s noble 
unselfishness opened the way for a repetition and 
enlargement of the promises of Genesis 12: 2, 7, 

The story of the invasion of Canaan by the four 
allied kings, who came toenforce the payment of trib- 
ute by the five kings of Canaan, exhibits Abram as a 
skilful and bold warrior. Moreover, having won his 
victory he scorns to profit by it. He plays his part 
inan independent, generous, high-minded way. He 
is akind of king himself, holding himself the equal of 
the _ rulers with whom he has dealings. 

Abram was God’s man. In his dealings with Lot 
he acted as such a man should. While God gave him 
a blessing, that was not until Abram had proved his 
worthiness to receive and use it. He had the capacity 
for leadership in great enterprises, the. resolution 
needed by those who mark out a pathway for others, 
the faith which can absolutely rely on Diyine guidance 
when the next step forward is in doubt. 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

A leafiet containing the names of reference works bearing on the 
current lessons will be mailed by The Sunday School Times Co., 
upon request, for a two-cent stamp. 

There are few more suggestive homilies than Dods’ 
on these two chapters. (Expositor’s ‘‘ Genesis,” pp. 
108-153).. Stanley’s ‘‘Sinai and Palestine,’’ p. 218, 
describes the view from the hill near Bethel. For 
character studies of Abram see Matheson’s ‘‘ Repre- 
sentative Men of the Bible,” p. 110, Stanley’s ‘‘ Jew- 
ish Church,”’ (I, 27) and of Lot, see Farrar’s ‘‘ Lot" 
in ‘‘ Biblical Character Sketches” (Whittaker). 


III. THe TEACHING OF THE LEsSON. 

[This section aims to outline, in a form suited for discussion, the 
themes in which adults will be interested. _ It is intended to be suggest- 
ive rather than exhaustive, to afford hints for a variety of treatments 
rather than one unvarying method.]| 

This lesson is a study in personality. Through 
its details one forms his impression of the great an- 
cestor-of the Hebrews. It hints first of all at: 

1. Abram’s Great Wealth. ‘Compare 13: 2,6 with 24: 
35 and other passages describing his resources, Is 
it the intent’of the narrator to depict him as being 
merely an opulent shaykh, or as one whose resources 
were those of the kings about him (comp. 2.1 : 22, 23? 

2. His Unselfish Graciousness. Think of the abso- 
luteness of Abram’'s power as the head. of..the tribe. 
He might have ordered Lot away without reproach, 
but rather he gave him.a privilege of choice.. How 
truly in this act the great leader is revealed as a true 
gentleman in the finest sense of that much abused 
word. 

3. The Significance of a Choice. In making his 
choice Lot exhibited himself. _What traits did he 
reveal? -Are our choices thus significant ? 

4, The Importance of Environment. Lot saw a 
nick road to wealth and chose to dwell in the Plain. 

o what did this advantage blind him? What did 
he forsake to obtain it ?, 

5. Abram asa Warrior. 
of the kings’ ex 
affect Abram ? 


What was the motive 
dition to Canaan ? How did it 
hat did he achieve ? 

6. Melchizedek. Abram recognizes him as a 
spiritual superior. Does this mean that Melchizedek 
was, like him, one who had broken away from poly- 
theism ? 

7. The Secret of Abram’s Character, What gave 
him ‘‘ balance and dignity, courage and generosity ?” 
What made him forgiving and generous to Lot, rev- 
erential to Melchizedek, reserved with the king of 
Sodom, valorous in a foray ? 

8. The Shortsightedness of Setfishness. To say 
nothing of its meanness and pettiness, does it pay 
even in this world to pursue one’s own advantage ? 


BosTon. 
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Few would choose what they call prosperity if 
they could see its price as ciearly as its profit. 


al 

To a committee securing funds for a Young Men's 
Christian Association building at Lincoln, Nebraska, 
this was said: ‘‘ You gentlemen have no right to 
call on me,” said a non-resident of this city, ‘‘ fora 
subscription, and I see no reason why I should make 
it:” Then he thought a moment, and said, ‘‘ But I 
have a boy going to school in your city, and expect 
to send another. .It is worth at-least $250 to me 


to know that my boy can have a safe place to which 
to go,” and he drew his check, = 








LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 17 (Gen. 13: 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





February 17, 1907. An Easy Life 
Versus a Hard One (2 Tim. 2 : 1-13). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon. —Wanting ease (Luke 18 : 18-27). 
‘TUES.—Turning back (John 6 : 66-72). - 
WED. ees hard things (Josh. 14 : 


6-15). 
THUkS.—Glorying in tribulations (Rom. 
1-6 


5 : 1-6). 
FRI.—Christ's hard things (Heb. 12: 1-4). 
Sat.—The endurer's promise (Mark 13 : 
9-13). 











How does doing hard things strengthen us ? 
What are some hard things that need doing ? 
Name some Bible men who did hard things. 


T atime in his life when he felt 
deeply the difficulties and unfavor- 
ableness of external conditions, 

Mr. Gladstone wrote to a friend that he 
was sure nevertheless that such periods 
were good for men’s characters, that it 
was the being educated in the midst of 
conflicts and contrary circumstances that 
gives strerigth to a man, and he cites a 
saying-of Thucydides to the effect that 
men are very much alike, but that he 
turns out best who has been educated in 
the eee school. A hard discipline 
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due to a hard lot is no hardship to the 
man who triumphs over it. 


The soft and eas life is a positive 
disadvantage. y son Don,” said 
Simon ~ “has a disadvanta 
from which I was free. He is handi- 
capped with a rich father.” When men 
have things provided for them they lack 
what other men who do not have things 
provided for them possess. They lack a 
right sense of values. They cannot 
know the worth of things. All things 
mean just so much life blood,—every 
ton of coal, every book, every dollar. | 
The man who has not had to toil, to pro- | 
duce, to create or overcome, cannot | 
know what things mean, how much man- | 
blood or man-soul they signify. He who 
has taken lessons in the school of the 
hard life knows, 
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The easy life cari never hold the joy 
to be found in the hard life,—the fun of 
conquering obstacles and of ween the im- 
possible, and of creating something out 
of nothing. The relish of big tasks cour- 
ageously and successfully done surpasses 
any pleasures of softindolence. ‘‘ When 
I first came into the country,” said a 
Prince Edward Island Irishman, whe 
has a great farm in New Hampshire, 
which he has extorted from the forest, 
‘*T earned my first money clearing five 
acres of timber land. I cut down trees, 
and dug g up the stumps, and got the land 
one 4 I was paid forty dollars for 

t was a powerful tough job, but 
those were happy days.” The toughness 





of the job, the matching of the men 
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against nature, and the man’s triumph 
—these were what made the joy. 


The hard life furnishes the best friend- 
oh ‘*A brother is born for adversity, | 
there is a friend that sticketh closer 
than a brother.” Ease and comfort do 
often prove too much for some alleged 
‘* friendships” but they are a poor school 
in which to try out a true love. When 
men and women, or men or women, have 
faced together ~the great trials, and 
fought together the great battles, when 
they have sat together beside their dead. 
they know what mutual confidence and 
understanding ‘are.  It’is worth while 
trying the hard life for the sake of its 
friendships. 


It is among the hard things that 
character is made. Where everything 
is soft, no lasting impressions are pos- 
sible. If impressions are made, they 
are like words written on water, but 
character is the image struck on metal 
or carved in rock and that life is the best 
where the Sculptor with familiar and un- 
impeded hand effects his work of creat- 
ion by destruction, of joy by pain, as in 
Michelangelo’s sonnet : 


** As when, O Lady mine, with chiselled 
touch 
The stone unhewn and cold, 
Becomes the living mould.’’ 


We may flee all that is evil, but noth- 
ing that is hard. 

The harder our life the greater the 
evidences of God's confidence in our 
possibilities. 
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I think too much of my 


‘name to put it upon poor 


lamp-chimneys. Evidently 
other makers feel the same 


way. Good lamp-chimneys 


bear my name, and the poor 


ones go nameless. 
Let me serid you my Index 


to chimneys. It is free. 


OXFORD MAPS 


By Prof. H. S. OSBORN, LL.D. 
The maps of PALESTINE and of EGYPT and 


SINAI are necessary for the comi fanee ig-echoo! 
lessons: ‘These, with our i mene of W N ASIA 
and ot. ap L’s TRAVELS, A = all biblical 
geography ‘hese maps are kept up to the most re- 
cent d coveries, and are accepted authority among 
students. Special terms for the maps as a set. 


OXPORD MAP PUBLISHERS, OXFORD, OHIO. 


GIPSY SMITH’S Fest 


HYMNAL 


Including CHURCH HYMNS and GOSPEL SONGS 

The newest Sacred Songs, the famous Welsh Re- 
vival Songs, and 400 others used by the Great English 
Revivalist. Boards, $25; cloth, $30 per hundred ; 
30 cents and 35 cents by mail. 


The Biglow & Main Co., New York or Chicago 
| Read Pruden tial 











Advertisement. 
it will pay you. 














m you have ever sent an order to Sears, Roebuck & Co. you 
woloabi articles illustrated hereon, this by reason of our ur LA‘ EST REVISED AND MOST LIBERAL 


be entitled to receive from ee 


FREE OF ANY COST TO YOU of any kind, one or more of the 
PROFIT SHARING PLAN, far more liberal than ever before. 


READ OUR LIBERAL OFFER, OUR NEW REVISED $25.00 PROFIT SHARING PLAN 






















IF You HAVE SENT US ORDERS RS Pron'sh wsyaend yin the yap ue poe aor. those who have) purchased ag much | Selection from the enormous If you Seve nover 
us free tees ANY that formerty 1 sequived in to a big “t. Cody Catala ny hich e trom yout il ate start Prk 
100.00 ig 1300- e, W. ew ou free, t ef 
exchange for you your bac | “in Proat 8 on eikenten, pour chile of ~T—4 a NY ARTICLES Re ro ane = $25.00, many/as soon ae } ny orders have amounted to .00 or more, you can 
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STOVE FP POLISH 


USED IN 
onplying wit 


dusts or 


a wet c 
t what every housekeeper wan 


Stove an Orname 
Made by MORSE BROS., Props. of Risiva Sun Stove Polish, Canton, Mass., U.S.A. 


MILLIONS OF HOMES. 


grocer. It is a pleasure to pe st according to directions, 
oth and polishing eas easily with a dry on 


—a brilliant black shine without 


or, eurpasat ng any otherin brightness andcleanliness. it Makes the 





ment, bute with proper cultis 
vation, they assure success 
from the start. Users have no 
doubts at Renting | nor disap- 
pointments Y rs Get 


for bi , surest, best_crops— 
atalldealers, Famous for over 
sSoyears, 1 Annual 
free on request. 
D. M. FERRY & CO., 
Detroit, Mich. 
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5. 1. H. GREGORY & SON, 
Marblehead, Mass. 





Position Wanted 


AN experienced Sunday-school worker would like to 

correspond with a Sunday-school desiring to em- 
ploy a paid superintendent. Address, Superintendent, 
care of T ‘he Sunday School ‘Times, Philadelphia, Pa, 


For Sunday-School Workers 


A USEFUL CATALOGUE of books and pamphlets 

of especial value to’Sunday-school workers will 
be sent on postal card)sequest. Eugene C. Koster, 
P. O Box 1550, Philadelphia, Pa. 














Sample 
card con- 
taining 
12 pens, 
differe nt 
patterns, 
sent to 


SPENCERIAN 
S 








| 
| 
| 


any address upon receipt of six cents in postage. 
Spencerian Pen Co. *K.0'York.” 








| 4 England, F H olland, | Ger- 
BIBLE COLLEGE AT HOME. Write Pres.C. J. | Fao uy CARP: vhutkey. brane Heypt, April 3. 
Burton, Christian: Cellege, Oskaloosa, ‘Iowa. $460 t © $620. Rev. Ray Allen, Rochester, 
Py x 
s a 





THE 


PRUDENTIAL , 


tm 


STRENGTH OF 


GIBRALTAR 


good way to make money! 


nent income. 





Policy bearing dividends and covering Life Insurance for twenty 
years, and~ payable in full to himself at the end of-that time. 
Policies may be taken out from $1,000 to $100,000, ages 
16 to 66, cost according to age. Write for information. 

Write The Prudential to-day. 
tell you regarding both the investment of your savings and a 


YOUNG MEN—MAKE MONEY 


There are opportunities at present to represent a big, sound, 
popular, up-to-date life insurance company in a profitable manner, 
Prudential representatives make money. 
an advantageous contract, with opportunity to build up a perma- 
The attention of young men, particularly young 
men starting in business, is especially sought. 


THE PRUDENTIAL 


INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA 


One 
Dollar 
A Week 


Most men can put by at least 
one dollar a week. -For that 
amount (payable yearly) a 
man aged 36 may get a $1,000 
Twenty Year Endowment 


It has something interesting to 


The Prudential offers 








INCORPORATED AS A STOCK COMPANY BY THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

JOHN F. DRYDEN, President. Home Office: NEWARK, N. J. 
Send coupon and obtain full information regarding Money Making Opportunities in Your 
City. Please send me free copy of “Careers for Coming Men” and Endowment Booklet. 
OMNES 20% bare + S08 Sod Beis ee 8 Gece BD AS Shek ee ae Bee 
ee ee Darr. 226. 
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Timely Sunday-School Ideas 





Start a Life-Saving Service 


The Messenger Department of the Sun- 
day-school is familiar to many as a move- 
ment to enlist boys in the work of the school 
through definite service. Looking up ab- 
sentees is one important duty, and delivering 
messages from officers and teachers is an- 
other, This organization was started by the 
State Sunday School Association of Indiana 
in 1901, and from it has sprung The Life 
Saving Service. This feature was added by 
the Colorado State Sunday-School Associa- 
tion, and has become very popular in that 
state. As its name indicates, the object 
of the organization is first help to the in- 
jured, and the work is divided as fol- 
follows: (1.) The Accident Service; (2.) 
The Water Service; (3.) The Fire Service. 
The First Baptist Sunday-school of Colorado 
Springs has a very efficient Life Saving Serv- 
ice, and the cut given herewith shows them at 
work, The leaflet issued by the association 
gives the following information as to the work 
of the Life Saving Service : 


The Life Saving Service 


Is a feature introduced to show appreciation of 
the Messengers, and to give them some happy 
and valuable diversion at their regular meet- 
in 

% The Accident Service.—In this there will 
be a series of lessons and drills covering all the 
ordinary forms of accident, especially those 
that befall boys, such as cuts and bruises, 
sprains and broken bones. 

The Water Service.—A series of lessons 
al drills on water accidents, with a descrip- 
tion of the United States Life Saving Service 
and its rules. 

3. The Fire Service.—In this the boys will 
be orga. ized into a Fire Brigade under .the 


plans and rules of men’s fire companies. They 
will be taught and drilled on self-protection in 
case of fire, on how to deal with burns, and 


how to protect and rescue life and property 
from fire. ; 

Note.—These lessons and drills of the Life 
Saving Service are intended as directions to 
boys Yor giving first aid in accidents to them- 
selves or others until a physiciafi Has been se- 
cured. By the quick use of this Knowledge 
and skill they may reduce pain, prevent long 
illness, permanent disability, and~ sometimes 
death. 


Literature and Lessons 


t. This descriptive leaflet will be sent free on 
application. 

2. Lessons cost 20 cents per dozen. 

3 The lessons can be taken up more fre- 
quently. than one a month, if necessary, but we 








| advise strongly the monthly plan, so that the 
| fullest familiarity with the facts and skill in the 
drills may be obtained. 

4. Instructions as to the methods of the 
meetings and plans of drills will be given on 
request. 

Tests and Awards 


1. The State Messenger Department will 
submit examination tests at the conclusion of 
{ each course, and will award a chevron to each 
| boy who passes the test. 
|. “We boys were getting up so much energy 
| we might have done some damage if you hadn't 
+ given us a chance to use it up in work.’’—One 

of the Boys. 











' stuck to the shovels so the men could m 











A Teachers’-Meeting Program 


If the teachers’-meeting were given the 
attention by all officers that it is given in the 
Washington Street Congregational Church, 
Toledo, Ohio, there would be less complaint 
because ‘‘ the teachers don’t come out.’’ ‘The 
attendance will always be a problem to 
those who use the same methods year in 
and year out. In this school, of which 
Marion Lawrance is the superintendent, they 
call their teachers’-meeting ‘* The Workers’- 
Meeting,’’ and the success with which they 
have met is accounted for by the introduc- 
tion of features that make it well worth any 
teacher’s attendance. The summer _meet- 
ings are attended by from 28 to 40, and the 
winter meetings by from 60 to 140. This is 
in a school with an average attendance of 
814 during last year. 

The ‘* Angle Method’? for a_teachers’- 
meeting is one of the features that helped 
this school’s teachers to their present effi- 
ciency, and copies may be had on request b: 
addressing The Sunday School Times. The 
program for the present quarter has been 
explained in a leaflet containing the follow- 
ing interesting matter: 


The ‘* Wooden Paddle’’ 
versus 


The ‘“ Water Pail ’’ 
A Fable 


‘‘Once upon a time’’ a farmer engaged 
some workmen to dig a great ditch for the pur 
pose of draining his fields. The earth where 
the ditch was to run was stiff, blue clay, an 
e but 
little headway. 

Accordingly each man provided himself 
with a litthe wooden paddle with which to 
scrape the sticky clay from his shovel, but this 
did not keep the shayels in good condition for 
use, and took so much time that the work was 
practically at a standstill. 

‘then the farmer saw that if that ditch «as 


ever to be dug, he must “lay his own brain" 


on the problem, and discover some way to 
handle that sticky clay. 
He Discovered the Way 


He provided every man with a pail of water, 
and told him to dip his shovel into the water 


each time before putting it into the clay. 
This Worked Like a Charm 
lhe clay slipped off as-it the shovel had been 





Then 


oiled, and the ditch was soon completed 
the farmer, with a good deal of self-compla- 
cency, said to those men ; 


** You will find that, whether it is 
grinding the axe, ojling the wagon, 
or wetting the shovel, you will get 
more work done, and with less 
drudgery, if you keep your tools 
in good working order." 


Haec fabula-docet ('* This fable teaches °’) : 
Those teachers and officers who think the 
‘*water - pail'’ method is better than the 
** wooden-paddle '' method, in Sundav-school 
work, as in digging ditches, will, if they can 


—— 
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_ LESSON. FOR<FEBRLARY 47<4Gen. 13 2-1-13)-- , 





possibly do so, always be on hand, with their 
shovels, every Friday night at 
The Workers’ Meeting 


It does take a Httle time, but in the end it 
saves a lot of time, and often saves some head- 
aches and heartaches, too. Better dip yeur 


. shovel into the water-pail as often as you can. 


Special Features 


t. Our pastor will give us a hetptat joo on 
Friday night, Janu 1907, on ‘* review 
of Proulemns Phar Pringh Jes tn Old Testament 
Study,” and will speak to us several times 
during the quarter, besides teaching the lesson 
occasionally. 

2. The will continue his 
five-minute on ‘‘ Our School Through the 
Microscope,” and will usually teach the lesson 
when present. Mr. Duguid will usually teach 
the lesson in the superintendent's absence. . 

Our 1 give some specially 
? Syecly Topics’ each Friday night on themes 
connected with the lessons. 

4. Our silk flag will, as heretofore, be held 
each school — - the eae oy a comet 
ing the most clay’ the Eriday night before. 

. Our new tending Circte will be started, 
and there will be ‘‘ Chapter Reviews” and 
h: Ipful suggestions by the readers from time to 
time, 





January 4 

A lifting up of heart and voice. 

The lesson, ‘‘God the Creator’ (Gen. 1: 
1-15). 

R * topic, ‘‘A Review of Problems and 
Principles in Old Testament Study,’ the 
pastor. . 

‘Our School through the Microscope."' 

Relaxation and royal fellowship. 

january 1 

A lifting up of heart and voice. 

‘The lesson, ‘‘ Man Made in the Image of 
God" (Gen, 1: 26 to 2 : 3). ; 

‘fimely topic, ‘‘ The Geography of this Quar- 
ter’s Lessons,"’ Mr. Briggs. 

** Our School through the Micrascope."’ 

Relaxation and royal fellowship. 

January 18 

Lifting up of heart. and yoice. 

‘The lesson, *‘ Man's Sin and God’s Prom- 
ise ‘’ (Gen. 3 : 1-6, 13-15). - 

‘Timely topic, ‘‘ The Chronology of this 
Quarter’s Lessons,’’ Mr, Duguid. 

** Our School through the Microscope.” 

Relaxation and royal fellowship. ° 

january 25 

A lifting up of heart and voice. 

The lesson, ‘“‘ The Story of Cain and Abel'* 
(Gen. 4 : 3-15). : 2s 

Timely topic, ‘‘’The Sacrifice ; Origin, Pur- 
pose, Method,’’ Mrs. Saunders. 

** Our School through the Microscope.” 

Relaxation and royal fellowship. 


February: 
A lifting up of heart and voice. 
The lesson, “Noah Saved: in the Ark”’ 
(Gen. 8 : 1-16). 


) 
Timely topic, ‘‘ The Ethics-of the Flood,” 
Mrs. Moore. 
‘* Our School through the Microscope.”’ 
Relaxation and royal fellowship. 


February 8 
A lifting up of heart and voice. 
‘The lesson, !‘ Abram Called to be a Bless- 
ing ’’ (Gen, 12: 1-8). ae 
‘Limely topic, ‘‘ Modern Excavations at Ur,”’ 
Miss Candee, 
** Our School through-the Microscope.”’ 
Relaxation. and toyal fellowship. 
February 15 
A lifting. up of heart and Voice. 
The lesson, ** Lot's Choice.’’ (Gen. 13 : 1-13). 
Timely topic, -‘‘ Abraham's Lie and Other 
Folks’ Lies,"’ Mr> Boardman: 
‘‘ Our School through the Microscope.” 
Relaxation and royal fellowship. 
February 22 
A lifting up of heart and voice. 
The lesson, ‘‘God'’s Covenant with Abra- 
ham "* (Gen. 15 : 1, 5-16). 
Timely topic, ‘Covenants of Blood and 
Salt,"’ Mr. Rhoades. 
** Our School through the Microscope.”’ 
Relaxation and royal fellowship. 


March 1 
A lifting up of heart and voice. 
‘The lesson, ‘* Abraham Pleading for Sodom "’ 
(Gen. 18 : 16-33). 
Timely topic, ‘‘ Why Christians are the Salt 
of the earth,’’ Miss Mary Metzger. 
‘**Our School through the Microscope.” 
Relaxation and royal fellowship. 
March 8 
A lifting up of heart and voice. 
The lesson, ‘‘Isaac, a Lover of Peace”’ 
(Gen. 26 : 12-23) 


For the Busy Superintendent 


Timely topic, ‘‘ Abraham the Matchmaker,"’ 
Mrs. ns. . 

** Our School through the Microscope.”’ 

Relaxation and royal fellowship. 


March 15 
A lifting up of heart and voice. 
The lesson, ‘‘ Jacob and Esau" (Gen. 27: 
15-23, 41-45). 
Timely topic, ** The Story of the Birthright,” 
Miss Whitney. 
** Our School through the Microscope.” 
Relaxation and royal fellowship. 
March 22 
A lifting up of heart and voice. 
The lesson, ‘‘ The Woes of Drunkenness” 
(Isa. 28 « 7-13). 
Timely topic, ‘‘ The Growth of Temperance 
Sentiment” (to be announced). ; 
** Our School through the Microscope.” 
Relaxation and royal fellowship. 


March a9 
Quarterly Council 


A great gathering of all our officers and 
teachers for a backward look and a forward 
look ; reports, plans, roll-call. ‘‘ In the multi- 
tude of counsel there is wisdom.’’ All our 
workers should plan to attend this meeting, if 
no other, during the quarter. 


% 
How They Used “ My Diary ”’ 


Every now and then a superintendent 
utilizes some special feature of The Sunday 
School Times to interest the teachers of his 
Sunday-school in the lesson. The ‘* Illus- 
tration Round-Table ”’ is used by some, and 
** My Diary’’ is another lesson article that 
has proved quite popular, and readers will 
be glad to know that a fresh instalment of 
them will appear shortly. The following 
letter will show the experience of one 
superintendent in the use of this article, and 
how others may do the same : 


DEAR SIR: 


It is with pleasure that the Times is re- 
ceived weekly at my home. I do not know 
how a Sunday-school worker can do without it. 
It.may be of interest to you to know that ‘‘ My 
Diary,’’ by ‘‘ Thomas Hall Appleton,’’ is read 
in our weekly teachers’-meeting. We read it 
without any comment. It is so pointed and 
full of good sense that it cannot help but make 
one see the force of the truth contained therein. 
Much interest is manifested, and all are helped 
by the truth put in this pointed manner. 

Wishing you the greetings of. the season, 
Tam Yours truly, 
H. W. DEITz, 


Superintendent Zion Reformed 
Sunday-school, York, Pa. 











What Paul Really Said 
Ist Cor. XV:133 


That dear old text, as it stood in the 
King James translation, has been a 
mother’s proverb; but the Great Apostle 
was talking of something deeper than 
manners, and something more vital than 
communications. The 


American 
Standard Bible 


Edited by the American Revision Committee 


shows every careful 
mother that Saint Paul 
had words of diviner 
helpfulness, in that text, 
for the training of chil- 
dren, She, and the chil- 
dren, too, will read this 





perfect transiation with new under- 
standing and joy. 


WRITE FOR OUR FREE BOOKLET, 
“Wow We Got Our American Standard Bible” 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Publishers 
374 East 18th St., New York 


Bible publishers for 530 yeurs 
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“Before I took up your work, 
I could not eat anything with- 
out the greatest distress, and 
now I think I can digert tacks. 
IT am so happy.’’ : 








, bast, neck and chest have 
ied out beautifully and I 
carry Cares like another 
“You have done more for me 
than doctors have done in 20 

* years.. My constipation is 
entirely relieved and my 
nerves are so rested. 


I have built up thousands 
not you? You will 
be so much moreattractive and so 
much better satisfied with yourself. 
I will tell you 
lb Pel tell so. My information 
SUSANNA COCROFT 


Dept.78, 57 Washington St., Chicago 
| Author of “Character as Expressed in the Body;” Etc. 





| 





EASTER MUSIC 


NEW S.S. PROGRAMS 
AT EASTER TIME, by E. 8, Lorens. 
THE HERO OF THE CROSS, by Ira B. Wilson, 
Free sample of each to Superintendents or 
Choristers mentioning this r. 
Orchestra Scores for either oF above, $1.00. 


EASTER TREASURY Neo. i2 
tions: mew tablecax ‘and arilla, class exerelocs, 
songs; all for Baster. 
CHILDREN’S SPRING CANTATAS 
QUEEN 0’ THE MAY, (New 19D by 


PIONIC IN PAIRY LAND, by EB. 8. 
TEE Park, by E. 8, Lore 








CHOIR MUSIC Send for Catalogue. 
ORGAN MUSIC  8end for Catalogue. 
SHEET MUSIC - Send for Catalogue. 


THE LORENZ PUBLISHING CO. 


150 Pifth Ave. 216-218 W. Fifth 8t. 
NEW YORE DAYTON, OHIO 











EASTER IS 
A SERVICES 


** Song of Immortality ”’ ] Samples 
** Resurrection and Life ’’ - ~ Demag : 
‘Crowned with Glory ”’ | Samoa. 


FOR CHOIRS 






L 
Y 


ANTHEMS: samples free to choirmasters. 
CANTATA: ‘Gethsemane to Calvary” | 


(30 cents, net). 


Hall-Mack Co,{Sewevorts git Ave. 


New Easter Music 
“THE VICTORY” 


AND THE 


“LORD OF LIFE” 





Two new and original Easter services for Sunday- | 


schools, by Adam Geibel, W. A. Post, and others. 
5 cents per copy. For 10 cents we mail three sample 
copies. $4.00 per hundred, not prepaid. 

en Easter hymns, choruses, and anthems, e*c., 
and 244 others, in 


WORLD-WIDE HOSANNAS 
the new hymn book for the Sunday-school, now in its 
eighth edition. 30 cents 
per hundred, not prepaid. 
ADAM GEIBEL MUSIC COMPANY 
(Successors to Geibel & Lehman) 
1226 Arch Street - - - Philadelphia 


Easter Supplies 
SEN For our Full Sample Packet contain- 
ing two beautiful Easter Services and 

Illustrated Circular of Easter Collec- 

| 1] cts tion Devices ; also our 112-page Cata- 
ee © logue giving illustrations and full de- 
scriptions of Easter Cards, Booklets, Novelties, and 
Wall Hangers, besides our full fine “ Setar -scgeot 
sup- 49 Dock St.. 
plies. MacCalla & Co., INC., Bhiiedctpite. 
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r copy, postpaid, and $25.00 © 


If not carried by your dealer, send ten cents 
in stamps or money to Huyler’s, 18th Street 
and Irving Place, New York City. 





ae 


Read Prudential $7'<tna‘in coupon. 














| means in anner? 

I have reduced 7,000 women in the past 3 
years by a series of simple exercises practiced 
in the privacy of their own rooms and by use of 


| Would you like to reduce it by natural 
a m 


merely a rational diet which will not weaken. 
I can reduce you and at the time strengthen 
étomach, heart and you of such chronic ailments 
as rheumatism, weak nerves and 
such difficulties as my carculation, strong 
nerves, strong correct 4 
You can be as good a as any woman 
of your gn 


S 
2 
o 
a 
FH 
= 
BF 


oa 


d 
says I jook like girl he 
- You can imagine 
how happy I am.”’ 
“You have simply saved my 
Cocroft. I wasa 
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reach -your goal."’ 

“My hearing continues to 
improve.”’ : ines ” 

“My consti m is entirely 
Be woctigate Mies Coeroft at Her Desk 
“I was weighed yesterday—32 pounds in three lessons 

I think is pretty good.” 

. most noticeable change has been in the complete 
disappearance of my double chin.’’ 

Send 10 cents for instructive booklet, with card 
for your dressing table, showing correct lines of a 
woman’s figure in poise. 

- SUSANNA COCROFT 
Dept.78, 57 Washington St., Chicago 
As President of the Physical Culture Extension Work 
tn America, Miss Cocroft needs no further introduction. 
——=>> =< SS = _- 


EASTER 
| SERVICES 


We mail eight different sample copies for 25 
cents. Wrap coin in piece of paper, place in 
envelope, with your adleaes, 


John J. Hood, 1024 Arch St., Philadelphia 
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The Sanday Sol Fines 


Philadelphia, February 2, 1907 
Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter.” 





Subscription Rates 
| The Sunday School Times is published 


weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or ina pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 
75 cents each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 
$ 1 00 copies less than five, will be sent 
to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $4.00. 

. One free copy addi- 

Free Copies joni will be clowed 

for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


| WI Can Reduce Your Flesh | 
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THE BUTCHER 
TE BUTCHER 
Tow 





This is the Butcher of Spotiess Town, 
His tools are bright as his renown. 

To leave them stained were indiscreet, 
For foiks would then abstain from meat, 
And so he brightens his trade you know, 
By polishing with SAPOLIO. 


There is ho a goa like cleanly 
surroundings. oi at is why the But- 
cher keeps his tools and every part of 
his shop spick and span. It’s as true 
of the home: shining cooking utensils 
and table furniture give a relish to the 
plainest meal, and a cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in plain sight guarantees that every 
thing about the kitchen will be clean 
as a new penny. 


~ 



























HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 


Bear the script name of Stewart 
artshorn on label. 


Get ‘* Improved,’’ no tacks required "*" 
Wood Rollers Tin Rollers 


$50.00 in GOLD FOR A NAME 


The above amount will be divided into three prizes 
for the best title and suggestions for a new 5unday- 
school hymn book. For particulars address, ADA 
IBEL MUSIC COMPANY. (Successors 
Geibel & Lehman), 1226 Arch St., Philadeiphi 





to 
a. 





ROYAL DUTCH 


Send 10 cents for trial can. 


STEPHEN L. BARTLETT CO. 


IMPORTERS, 


Boston, Mass. 





Remember the 


Yellow Wrapper 





| not taking his work seriously and should ‘be 


| three years, most 


——— 


Ask Marion Lawrance! 


Will ee kindly advise me whether Sunday- 
school helps can be obtained in ish, and 
if so, from whom can they be procured ? 

The publishing house of the Methodist 
Church South, Nashville, Tennessee, pub- 
lishes the Senior Quarterly and the Junior 
Quarterly in Spanish, 

The American Tract Society of New York 
City publishes a little paper named ‘* Man- 
zanas de Oro,’’ at twenty-five cents a year. 
It contains stories, and the lesson itself in 
Spanish, 








Should a teacher be asked to give up his 
class if he is not willing to attend weekly 
teachers’-meeting ? 

I have an idea here is the place where 
most superintendents are afraid to live up to 
their convictions. If our questioner had 
said not able instead of ‘* not willing,’ it 
would have changed matters very much. 
There are many good teachers in our schools 
who are quite unable to attend the teachers’- 
meeting, and yet they do good work, 

There is another thing also to be consi- 
dered ; and that is whether or not the 
teachers’-meeting is conducted in a manner to 
be really worth attending. To require at- 
tendance upon this or any other service as a 
mere matter of duty will notanswer. ‘‘ There 
should be a good meal ready when you ring 
the bell.’’ 

If on the other hand the teachers’-meeting 
is helpful, according to the testimony of all 
who attend it, then any teacher or worker, 
who is not willing to attend it when cJ/e to 
do so, is not manifesting the interest that is 
worthy of his position or that will lead to his 
success. Such a one should be dismissed or 
labored with until he is converted. 

Dr. Talmage used to say in regard to sing- 
ing, ‘‘ If a man can sing, and won’t sing, he 
ought to be sent to Sing Sing.’’ If any 
officeror teaeher will not attend the teachers’- 
meeting when he can do so as well as not, and 
the teachers’-meeting is helpful, then he is 


relieved of his position as soon as possible. 





NEW YORK.—What would you suggest as 
a supplemental course for a class of young 
men ranging “in age from twenty to twenty- 

of whom have had but little, 
if any, religious training. —TEACHER. 

Nothing appeals to a young man so 
strongly as a young man who has done some- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





thing worth while. If you will buy Robert 
E. Speer’s book, entitled ** Young Men Who | 
Overcame,’’ you will have enough material. | 
to keep you busy for some time. 

There are in this book fifteen biographies | 
of as many young men who have made their | 
mark in the world, not only in Christian life, | 
but in business, athletics, scholarship, ete. | 
It is just the kind of a book that ought to | 
appeal to those young men of yours. | 

I would not intimate to them that the | 
study they are doing is really study along | 
Christian lines, though that is the case. Let | 
them understand that it is supplemental | 
work, and something which is calculated to 
interest as well as instruct. You- might | 
show them the book, and read the index, | 
telling them the names of some of the men 
they would like to know about. 

Let the young man of your class who is 
the greatest athlete take the book and famil- 
iarize himself with what is said about one of | 
the athletes. 
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PTION—GUARANTEED 
OLD HOUSES AND BiG GOAL BILLS) 
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tenance. Wherever Jack 
know that the 


Peck-Williamson 


the economy of days, Fe the shortest month of the twelve, is the longest on the 
Pas Secret eeE aipment, not only in Febeuary, bat all other . 
On’ 
te leaves his autograph. 





in low cost of 


Underfeed Furnace 


Saves 1-2 to 2-3 on Coal Bills 


Itis upon the « 


of a wealth of to sais coving trath tine we have 
sporting the fy a world. Eve Underfeca yt t ty 
all other =, ond gor ae macs bene ous cheap “ick nbd low amade coat oa 
anthracite will yieid. difference in cost represents net to you. ; 


De. Rest DM. Betetel, of Groton, Minas. pasearte the UDERPEED as @ sure cure 













“The UNDERFEED Furnace baspaties tor me ip haating ten room house to 
satisfaction at a saving of one-half on that, he old tornage never thorcusniy 
heated the house. has oo wn pean wR RE Ted winter when prev- 
beg fy Tt pa ay ty! ore. oe 4 be Ses copestelly pleased 
drafts and throw gas through the house, eiccoms to bs aontwmeg Ween Bh coteas te tak cota te 
coal. There is no other furnace i have ever seen that will keep up with it in this respect. Another 
th than has sopaciaily pieoeed ine te the way It holds fire, Several times last winter in tie coldest 
Wea‘ AL dL Eat Lhe 
right on return. Those in the house 

justed dampers as necessary.” 
under fi which a to our Dadec: 

er fire— 2s On top, , 
feed Bookle hich fal 
Ga a LYMYE 
You. p« and of our CHURCH 
Bogincs by tein no! your comeannd : 
dealer whom you deal TELLS 


The Peck -Wiiliamson Co. 
397 W. 5th St., Cincinnati, O. 


Our Agency Proposition is a Pium for Dealers. 
WRITE FOR IT. 








LS. 
WRITE TO CINCINNATI BELL FOUNQRY CO. CINCINNATI @. 





THE, GEAVINE WERFELY BELLS 


‘The most perfect, highest class bells in the world. 


Meneely & Co.. Waterviiet. West Troy P O..N ¥, 





INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 


Made of several materials. 
No.er. Geo H. 


Manager, 258 and_260 
ton Street, Boston, Mass. 


Write 
for particulars. Ask for catelogue 
ringer, 
ashing- 





Seventh Street, Rocmeuterene Y. 





| (INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION CUPS 
= a ee eae age) 
Hapriammeniicenag et BS ag BY 
dimengions. Book of Light and 


Sanitary Comm 
n 
estimate free. 1. P. Prink, 55 Pearl St.. New York. 











Virginia Farms and Homes 
Free catalogue of splendid bargains. 
R. B. CHAFFIN & Co., Inc., RICHMOND, VA. 


ok ae 3-9 Advertisem 
Read Prudential ey seesir ert pon. 














CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 





Financial 


WE OFFER, subject to prior sale, Choice Oklahoma 

First Mortgages on improved farms, worth from 
2% to 5 times.the amount loaned thereon, netting the 
investor 6 per cent interest. Each of.the securities 
has been personally examined by one of our salaried 
examiners. Write for our latest offering. Winne Mort- 
gage Co., Winne Bidg., Wichita Kan. Mention this 


| paper. 


He could take five or ten min- | 


utes on the following Sunday, or some time | 


during the week, and tell the class all about 
it. 


sent their reports in writing, the others tak- 
ing notes upon it. 
Along the same line there are mission stud- 


In this way, one at a time, the | 
| could be given something to do, and pre- 


ies which are exceedingly helpful, though I , 


would not present them to the class by that 
name. The Mission Study books gotten 
out by the Rev. George H. Trull, New, York 
City, are admirably adapted to this purpose. 

There you. will find, biographies. of. such 
men as Eliot, Brainerd, Whitman, Moffat, 
Livingstone, Mackay, Paton, Carey, Mac- 
kenzie, etc. 
Study of Young Men Heroes. 
certainly attract attention. 

If the young men were asked to write 


This would 


Your study might be called a | 


their stories on the same-sized paper, they | 


might be gathered together at the end of the 
quarter and all turned over to a committee 


of other young men who did not write, and | 


some public recognition given to the best 
paper. Perhaps it might be read before the 
whole school. 





FOR SALE. —soo farms, stock rariches, Kansas, Mis- 
souri, Oklahoma, and Texas. Before you buy, 
ivi on, location, 


write for m ts full donsripel 
oaiipdiaks Address; F. f. Humphrey, ‘ort Scott, Kan. 


Typewriters 





POSTAL TYPEWRITER, $25. Only real typewriter 
at low cost. Combines universal keyb » strong 
manifoldirg, — one stencil, coning. a 
writing, interchangeable type, prints = 
perfect aligumment pee Will —¥": oe age on 


ractically accident proof. 
Postal Typewriter Co., Dept. 54, Norwalk, Conn. 


Wood _ Polish 


BUTCH ER’S Boston Polish is. the begt finish made 








for floors and interior woodwor ot brittle 
will not scratch or deface like shellac or varnish. Send 
for free booklet. For sale by dealers in Paints, Hard- 


ware, and House Furnishings: The Butcher Polish 
Co., 356 Atlantic Ave., Boston, Mass. 


Male Help Wanted 


WANTED—Young men to learn watchmaking. You 

can earn pay while you learn. Write for our 
free book, ‘‘ How to bea Watchmaker.”” Stone School 
of Watchmaking, 994 Globe Building, St. Paul, Minn. 











“Musical Instruments 


BINET organ in New York, Mason & Hamlin’s 
factory, just repaired at cost of $20. Will sell to 





CA 


| church or Sunday-school for cost of repairs and adv 


dv. 
C. 1. Junkin, 4426 Larchwood Ave., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Opportunities 


WANTED—YOUNG AND OLD to send for a 

free booklet of my copyrighted system how to 
enlarge and paint from photographs to any. size por- 
traits or-landscapes over prints, in crayon, pastel, 
water colors, and oil colors. No talent required; a 
child can learn. You will make money, even while 
learning and in spare moments. You can build up 
an independent income in a short time, or you can 
decorate your own home at a very small outlay. 
Ask for free booklet, which will be sent you at once, 
at my expense. H. A. Gripp, German Artist, Depart- 
ment E, Desk 1, Tyrone, Pa. 








$73-400 represents the annual salaries of positions now 
open on our s. Free registration. “ No po- 

sition—no pay.” eure form T sent on applica- 

tion. The Kiusley- ke Co., 245 Broadway, N. Y 


Rare Coins 
. id for rare 18 uarters. K. all mon 
, Pe before toys and send 10 conte at once for 
a set of two coin and stamp value books. It may mean 
afortune to you. Address C. F, Clarke & Co., Dept. 


46, LeRoy, 
. For the Deaf 


e 
DE4F OR HARD OF HEARING 
find lip reading gm le 














PERSONS 
easy, practical ; oral or 


Lipmann, . O. Drawer 





mail; terms easy. 
2618, Boston. 
Travel 
THE Art of Travel, by H. H. Powers. A practical 


discussion of the problems of European travel. 











180 pp. Price, 20 cents. Bureau of University Travel. 
38 Trinity Place, Boston. 
° 
Souvenirs 

FINE hand-colored and burnt-leather cards, Colo- 

rado subjects, 3-25 cents. Ten beautiful Colorado 
mountain view postals, 25 cents, postpaid. Cocper 
Book and Stationery Co., Aspen, Uolorado. 








